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By Jo Duckies 

STAFF and students in 
Buckinghamshire are preparing 
for their school to be 
transformed into a Diocesan 
sponsored academy. 

The Government is expected 
to give the final go-ahead this 
month for the Chesham Park 
Community College to become 
the Chiltern Hills Academy 
when the new academic year 
starts on 1 September. 

The news comes as the 
Diocese’s Education Department 
works to support Church of 
England schools that are consid- 
ering becoming academies 
under the Government’s conver- 
sion scheme. While the scheme 
means they may sever their links 
with local authorities, they will 
remain attached to the Diocese 
and be run with a strong 
Christian ethos. 

Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard, said: “The 

Diocese is very happy to work 
with the Government on 
its Academy Conversion 
Programme. It presents us with 
considerable challenges, but we 
have developed the capacity to 
handle them, and the results are 
starting to come through. Leslie 
Stephen and his team have been 
remarkably energetic and 
far-sighted in the way they have 
engaged with this major change 
in the English educational 
landscape.” 

The proposed Chiltern Hills 
Academy will be the third 
diocesan sponsored academy. 



The Oxford Academy on the site 
of the former Peers School, 
opened in 2008 and was closely 
followed by the Aylesbury Vale 
Academy in 2009. Both have 
seen improvements in exam 
results and outcomes since 
becoming academies. 

It will keep Chesham Park’s 
existing performing arts status 
but will gain a specialism in de- 
sign - an appropriate move as 
Principal Designate Kevin 
Patrick acknowledged that the 
creative industries are a major 
employer in Buckinghamshire. 

Mr Patrick, who is currently 
the Headteacher of Chesham 
Park, said consultations into 
whether to apply for academy 
status revealed 87 per cent of the 
local community were in favour 
of the plans. 

‘We want to embed 
Christian values 
across the school . 5 



“From day one it is going to be 
very much an improving school. 
We want to embed Christian 
values across the school and 
making sure every young person 
feels valued. 

“We are in a lovely position 
where we will be going to stage 
not age teaching. When 
children are ready to take exams 
they will be given the opportunity 
to take them rather than being 



held back by the age group they 
are in. 

“It means some students will 
be starting GCSEs at 14 and 
some starting A level work at 15- 
and-a-half. Mr Patrick is in touch 
with Pinewood Studios, one of 
the academy’s partners, with a 
view to developing close 
co-operation and opportunities 
for students. 

“300 businesses are linked in 
to the studios. Those businesses 
can help support the youngsters 
who live in a small town at the 
end of the Metropolitan Line to 



aspire to become professionals.” 
He said 30 per cent of young- 
sters in the schools catchment 
area were from the lowest 
deprivation index in the UK. 

Director of Education for the 
Diocese, Leslie Stephen, said: 
“We are delighted that our third 
academy will be opening its 
doors to pupils on 1 September. 
This academy is unique in 
its approach to improving 
standards as it’s going to take 
forward opportunities for young 
people to use the design process 
to develop their creativity.” 




Rosie Harper on the 
Kirchentag festival 
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Retiring Education 
Director Leslie Stephen 
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Prayer & reflection 



T he Diocese of Oxford has a new pilgrimage 
map, featuring 15 places of special spiritual 
significance. The maps are being distributed 
to churches over the summer. In each place 
there is a special prayer leaflet to help bring the visit 
alive for visitors. Bishop John is to visit each of the 
churches featured over the summer to lead simple 
prayers with local people. ‘My hope is that the pilgrim 
map will inspire a spirit of pilgrimage in the diocese,’ 
says Bishop John. ‘Do please join me when I visit if you 
are in the area.’ 

Monday 8 August: 9.30am St Peter and St Paul, Olney; 
11.15am Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, 

North Marston; 12.30pm St Mary the Virgin, 



Drayton Beauchamp. 

Tuesday 9 August: 9am Holy Trinity, Cookham; 

10.30am St Michael and St Mary Magdalene, 
Easthampstead; 12 noon St Giles, Stoke Poges. 
Wednesday 10 August: 10.30am St Mary the Virgin, 
Speen; 12 noon St Thomas of Canterbury, Goring. 
Thursday 11 August: 10.30am St Michael’s, Stanton 
Harcourt; 12.15 Dorchester Abbey. 

Friday 12 August: 9am Christ Church Cathedral. 
Wednesday 31 August: 2pm St Swithun, Compton 
Beauchamp. 

Dates to be confirmed: St Margaret of Antioch, Binsey ; 
University Church, Oxford, and St Peter ad Vincula, 
South Newington. 



J uly/ August prayer diary compiled by John Manley tjjhe following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions andyfyou wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.) 

Simon Wearn; LLM Graham Scott-Brown, Helen Wilson. 



The following is for guidance only; please feel free to adapt to local 
conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer 
diaries. 

JULY 

Pray to the Father through the Son in the power of the Spirit for: 

FRI 1 Arborfield with Barkham: clergy Piers Bickersteth, John Parker. 
The White House School Conventional District. 



and Widford: clergy Richard Coombs, Cedric Reavley, Jonathan 
Hunter Dunn, Stephen Blake; LLM John Leach. 

FRI 22 Cogges and South Leigh: clergy Andrew Sweeney, Tim 
Edge, Andrew Pritchard; LLMs Nick Pike, Richard Young, David 
Smith. Witney The Blake (VA) School. 

SAT 23 Ducklington with Hardwick: clergy Bob Edy; LLMs David 
Adams, Ruth Edy, Ian Paul. Ducklington (VC) School. 



WED 10 Great Coxwell with Buscot, Coleshill & Eaton Hastings: The 

leaders and congregations from Great Coxwell with Buscot, 

Coleshill and Eaton Hastings. 

THU 11 Shrivenham & Ashbury: clergy Richard Hancock, Edwin 
Clements, Anne Bell; LLM Rodney Elton. Shrivenham (VC), Ashbury 
(VA), Longcot & Fernham (VC) Schools. 



SAT 2 Bearwood: clerqy Haiqh Etches, Stuart Kinq. The Coombes 
(VC) School. 

MON 4 Woosehill Conventional District: clergy Haigh Etches, Libby 
Godden (Methodist); LLM Elaine Steere 

TUE 5 California: The leaders and congregation at St Mary and St 
John’s. Gorse Ride Junior School. 

WED 6 Crowthorne: clergy Lisa Cornwell; LLMs Hazel Berry, Gillian 
Gyenes, Lewis Simmons. Crowthorne (VC) School. 

THU 7 Finchampstead: clergy John Edwards; LLM Keith Atton. 
Finchampstead (VA) School. 

FRI 8 Hurst: clergy John Coombs, Clifford Smith, Judi Hattaway; 
LLM Patricia Smith. Hurst St Nicholas (VC) School. 

SAT 9 Owlsmoor: clergy Roy Burgess. 

MON 11 Ruscombe and Twyford: clergy Simon Howard, Sally 
Dakin, Tim Dakin, Geoffrey Pugh; LLM Paul Minton, youth 
discipleship worker Becci March, youth worker Pat Hall. 

Polehampton Infant and Junior (VC) Schools. 

TUE 12 Sandhurst: clergy John Castle, youth worker Ben Askew. St 
Michael’s (VA) School. 

WED 13 Sonning (including Charvil): clergy Jamie Taylor, Michael 
Forrer; LLM Bob Peters. Sonning (VA) School. 

THU 14 Wargrave with Knowl Hill (including Crazies Hill & St 
Paul’s): clergy John Cook, Pam Gordon. Knowl Hill (VC), Crazies Hill 
(VC), Robert Pigott Infants (VC), Robert Pigott Junior (VC) & The 
Pigott (VA) Schools. 

FRI 15 Wokingham: clergy David Hodgson, Michael Johnson, 
Caroline Cramer, Colin James, Helen Charlton. All Saints (VA) 
School. 

SAT 16 Wokingham St Paul (including Embrook St Nicholas): clergy 
John Connell, Peter Day, Tony Kemp. St Paul’s (VC) School. 

MON 18 Wokingham St Sebastian: clergy Andrew Marsden, Erik 
Fudge; LLMs Russell Shipton, Jill Bright, Ann Potts; youth worker 
Debbie Harris; children’s worker Sally Alexander. St Sebastian’s (VA) 
School. 



MON 25 Lower Windrush: clergy Sarah Sharp; LLM Lynda Blair; 
pastoral assistant Alison Shaw. Standlake (VC) School. 

TUE 26 Minster Lovell: clergy Adrian Gabb-Jones. St Kenelm (VC) 
School. 

WED 27 North Leigh: clergy Andrew Sweeney, Miri Keen, Andrew 
Pritchard. North Leigh (VC) School. 

THU 28 Shill Valley and Broadshire: clergy Harry Maclnnes, Liz 
Johnson, Patrick Wheaton. Alvescot St Peter’s (VA) & Langford St 
Christopher (VA) Schools. 

FRI 29 Witney team: clergy Toby Wright, Elizabeth Thomson, Joanna 
Collicutt McGrath, Sally Wright, [vacancy]; Church Army Jeff Hill; 
LLMs David Exham, Rosemary Peirce, David Claremont, Sally Down. 
Witney St Mary’s (VC), Witney The Batt (VA) & Hailey (VC) Schools. 

SAT 30 Religious Communities: Order of St Benedict, Elmore; 
Society of the Sacred Mission, Willen; All Saints Sisters of the Poor, 
Oxford; Community of St Clare, Witney; Community of St John 
Baptist, Begbroke; Community of St Mary the Virgin, Wantage; 
Community of the Companions of Jesus the Good Shepherd, 
Begbroke; Community of the Sisters of the Love of God, Oxford; 
Sisters of St Etheldreda, Willen; Society of the Precious Blood, 
Burnham. 

AUGUST 

Pray to the Father through the Son in the power of the Spirit for: 
MON 1 Gate: clergy Christa Pumfrey, Janet Lawrence; LLM Geoff 
Morris. Stoke Goldington (VC) School. 

TUE 2 Hanslope with Castlethorpe: clergy Gary Ecclestone; LLM 
Eric Dodworth. 

WED 3 Lamp: clergy Richard Caddell; LLMs Andrew Geary, Joe 
Geary, Wendy Reidel, Priscilla Parry. 

THU 4 Lavendon with Cold Brayfield, Clifton Reynes and Newton 
Blossomville: clergy Christa Pumfrey, Janet Lawrence. Newton 
Blossomville (VC) School. 

FRI 5 Newport Pagnell with Lathbury and Moulsoe: clergy Michael 
Godfrey, Glynis Bell, Karen Browne; LLMs Mervyn Evans, Colin 
Taylor. Olney: clergy Claire Wood, LLMs David Richbell, Rena 
Partridge. 



FRI 12 Stanford in the Vale with Goosey & Hatford: clergy Tim Rose, 
Charles Patterson; LLMs Angela Gosden, Jill Smith, Peter 
Stallabrass. Stanford in the Vale (VC) School. 

SAT 13 Uffington, Shellingford, Woolstone & Baulking: clergy 
Rosanna Martin, Jim Payne; LLM Sue Saunders. Uffington (VC) & 
Shellingford (VA) Schools. 

MON 15 Grove: clergy John Robertson, Paul Eddy, Paul Gooding; 
LLM Sue Powditch. Grove (VC) School. 

TUE 16 Hanney, Denchworth, and East Challow: clergy Robert 
Teare. Hanney (VC), East Challow (VC) Schools. 

WED 17 Ridgeway: clergy Alan Wadge. Childrey The Ridgeway 
(VC) School. 

THU 18 Wantage: clergy John Salter, Michael Berrett, Paul Faint, 
Keith Kinnaird; LLM Meg Joyce. Wantage (VC) School. 

FRI 19 Wantage Downs: clergy Elizabeth Birch, Jean Page. 

Hendreds (VA) School. 

SAT 20 Aston Clinton with Buckland and Drayton Beauchamp: 

clergy Elizabeth Moxley, Andrew Allen. Wallingford St Nicholas (VC), 
Brightwell Cum Sotwell (VC) & Crowmarsh Gifford (VC) Schools. 

MON 22 Ellesborough, Kimble and Stoke Mandeville: clergy Jan 
Henderson. Great Kimble (VC) School. 

WED 24 Great Missenden with Balinger & Little Hampden: clergy 
Rosie Harper, Carolyn Bailey; LLM Patricia Neale; youth workers 
Helen Biggerstaff and Lizzie Williams. Great Missenden (VC) School. 

THU 25 Hawridge with Cholesbury & St Leonards, The Lee: clergy 
David Burgess. Hawridge & Cholesbury (VA) & Lee Common (VC) 
Schools. 

FRI 26 Little Missenden (including Hyde Heath): clergy John Simpson; 
LLM Gary Beynon. Little Missenden (VA) School. 

SAT 27 Prestwood & Great Hampden: clergy Deiniol Kearley- 
Heywood. 

MON 29 Wendover & Halton: clergy Mark Dearnley; LLMs Ruth 
Dearnley, Joe Groat, Glenys Newman, Beryl Pearn; youth worker 
Rupert Johnson. Wendover (VC) School. 



TUE 19 Bampton with Clanfield (including Aston, Shifford, Lew): 

clergy David Lloyd, LLM Arthur Pont. Aston & Cote (VC), Bampton 
(VC), Clanfield (VC) Schools. 

WED 20 Brize Norton and Carterton: clergy Bill Blakey, James 
Maddern, Jo Reid. Carterton St John’s (VA) School. 

THU 21 Burford with Fulbrook & Taynton, Asthall with Swinbrook 



SAT 6 Sherington with Chicheley, North Crawley, Astwood & 
Hardmead: clergy Mandy Marriott, Pam Fielding; LLM John Fielding. 
North Crawley (VC) & Sherington (VC) Schools. 

MON 8 Cherbury with Gainfield: clergy Neal Phair, Joy Hance. 
Buckland (VC) School. 

TUE 9 Great Faringdon with Little Coxwell: clergy Charles Draper, 



TUE 30 Weston Turville: clergy David Wales, Susan Fellows. 
Weston Turville (VA) School. 

WED 31 Third Order of the Society of St Francis: minister provincial 
Joanna Coney; area ministers Sheila Hazell, Hazel Berry, Neil 
Slocock; area formation guardians Pam Halliwell, Colin Bass, 
Margaret Ellis. 



Sundays in July 

Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are 
those who have not seen me and yet have come to believe. ” 

(John 20:28-29 NRSV) 

SUNDAY 3 Sonning deanery: area dean David Hodgson, lay chair 
Martin Hughes, secretary Bridget Crossley, treasurer Reg Morton. 
The people, wardens, PCCs and support staff of the deanery. The 
dioceses of Osun (Ibadan, Nigeria) and Osun NE. 

SUNDAY 10 Sea Sunday: for seafarers everywhere. Local 
government staff and councillors serving the people of Sonning 
deanery. The diocese of Panama, (Central America). The 
Diocesan Parsonages Board/Buildings Committee: chairman 
Robin Birch, director Roger Harwood and staff. 

SUNDAY 17 The diocese of Peru (South America). 

SUNDAY 24 Witney deanery: area dean Bill Blakey, lay chair 



David Loades, area administrator Linda Wooloff, treasurer Sue 
Campbell, vocations Sally Wright, Church Army Jeff Hill. The 
people, wardens, PCCs and support staff of the deanery. The 
diocese of Port Elizabeth, (Southern Africa). 

SUNDAY 31 Newport deanery: area dean Christa Pumfrey, lay 
chair Rod Cannon, secretary Janet Gamlen, treasurer KA Gale, 
ecumenical representative & development facilitator Beverley 
Hollins. The people, wardens, PCCs and support staff of the 
deanery. Local government staff and councillors serving the 
people of Newport deanery. The diocese of Qu’Appelle, 
(Rupert’s Land, Canada). Diocesan Communications: Director 
Sarah Meyrick and team. 

Sundays in August 

And while [Jesus] was praying, the appearance of his face 
changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they 
saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in 
glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to 
accomplish at Jerusalem. (Luke 9:29-31 NRSV) 



SUNDAY 7 Vale of White Horse deanery: area dean Richard 
Hancock, lay chair Jeremy Twynam, secretary Edward Lehmann, 
treasurer Daphne Willmett. The people, wardens, PCCs and 
support staff of the deanery. For all those on holiday or changing 
house or job. The diocese of Remo, (Lagos, Nigeria). 

SUNDAY 14 Wantage deanery: area dean John Robertson, lay 
chair Hugh Rees, treasurer Mrs K Mackenzie, chaplain to the deaf 
Roger Williams. The people, PCCs, wardens and support staff of 
the deanery. Those planning the work of our Sunday Schools: all 
who teach & learn. The diocese of Riverina, (NSW, Australia). 

SUNDAY 21 Wendover deanery: area dean Mark Dearnley, lay 
chair Gavin Oldham, secretary Gary Beynon, treasurer Allan 
Whittow, ecumenical representative Norman Dick, Associate 
clergy Kevan Royle. The people, PCCs, wardens and support 
staff of the deanery. The diocese of Ruwenzori, (Uganda). 

SUNDAY 28 Parish and district councillors serving the people of 
the deaneries of Newport, Vale of White Horse, Wantage & 
Wendover. The diocese of Santiago, (Philippines). 
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Terry Waite in Big Bible Read 



Beaconsfield’s Big Society 




Terry Waite is pictured above 
reading the final chapters of 
the King James Bible to 
conclude The Cuddesdon Big 
Bible Read. 

The reading of the full text 
of the King James Bible took 
place at the theological college 
between 20 May and 12 June 



and involved over 200 readers 
from students, staff and 
friends of Ripon College 
Cuddesdon. Over £16,000 has 
been raised for the College’s 
overseas bursary fund so that 
students from developing 
countries can have the 
opportunity to study at the 



Be part of Greyfriars’ story 



FROM Reading’s oldest friary, 
to the town prison, and now a 
thriving landmark church - 
Greyfriars has a great story to 
tell. 

It will be marking its 700^ 
birthday on 9 and 10 July with a 
weekend of free fun events and a 
reflection on the story so far. 
“We warmly invite the people of 
Reading to celebrate with us,” 
says vicar, the Rev Jonathan 
Wilmot. “Come and be part of 
the story!” 

Greyfriars is listed by English 
Heritage as one of the earliest 
known examples of Franciscan 
architecture. The Greyfriars 700 
celebration weekend kicks off 
with Reading’s biggest ever game 
of hide and seek, Hunt The 
Monk, on Saturday 9 July. Ten 
pretend monks - dressed in the 
grey habits which gave the 
original grey friars their name - 
will be hiding around the town 
centre. Find all ten “monks” to 
win a prize. Questionnaires with 
clues are available from 
Greyfriars Bookshop or from 
greyfriars .org.uk. 

There will be activities for all 
the family on Saturday 9 July: 
games and crafts for children, 
football in a mobile sports arena, 
‘Colour Me Beautiful’ - that’s 
advice on what to wear (well, 
after being known as grey for 
700 years...), puppet shows, 



music and history, a dance and 
drama workshop, free Chill Out 
Cafe, Prayer Stop - an 
opportunity to drop in for 
prayer for whatever is on your 
heart - a lunchtime barbecue 
and, of course, birthday cake. 

Reading is known worldwide 
as the place where the oldest 
known manuscript of harmonic 
music was found (dating from 
c.1260) . Summer Is Icumen In will 
be among the musical gems 
performed by CHORUM at 700 
Years In Words and Music 
(Saturday 1.30pm and 3.15pm), 
alongside a new work by Cathy 
Summers, who has composed a 
setting to The Lord’s My 
Shepherd (Psalm 23), arranged 
by local composer, David Ranee. 

Jonathan Wilmot said “The 
original Franciscan Friars who 
founded Greyfriars served the 
poor and needy and people 
flocked to hear their teaching. 
We have continued to serve in 
the same spirit. As we give 
thanks on this special weekend 
we want this to be a celebration 
for the people of Reading. It’s 
going to be lots of fun!” 

To enable parents to take part 
in events, a creche will run on 
Saturday 9 July; booking in 
advance for the creche is 
essential as places are limited. 
See www.greyfriars.org.uk for 
details. 



By Bill Penn 

MORE than 200 people packed 
into St Mary’s and All Saints 
Church for a meeting hosted by 
the Rector, the Revd Jeremy 
Brooks, to launch the Big Society 
in Beaconsfield. 

“The enthusiasm among local 
people, churchgoers and non- 
churchgoers alike, was clearly 
evident with the fantastic 
turnout and the numerous 
positive contributions during the 
evening,” said Mr Brooks. “The 
challenge now is to harness that 
enthusiasm and take the Big 
Society in Beaconsfield forward. 

“We heard some great ideas. 
Now we need to make things 
happen on the ground. As was 
said at the meeting, the goal is to 
make Beaconsfield a better place 
to live for everyone in our 
community.” 

The meeting was opened by 
Beaconsfield MP Dominic 
Grieve who said that the Big 
Society presented a tremendous 
opportunity for the community 
to connect with disadvantaged 
people locally. “Let me tell you 
that there is nothing worse than 
being poor and in need in a 
prosperous town like ours,” he 
said. 

Mr Grieve was followed by Dr 
Bev Daily, the founder of the 
Burnham Health Promotion 
Trust, who gave a witty and 
compelling talk about how his 
organisation has helped low- 
income families, the elderly and 
young people within Burnham. 
He listed the numerous 
successful projects and services 
run by Trust volunteers 
including 

caring for the disabled locally, a 
grass cutting rota so youngsters 
can play football in the local 



By Hugh White 

A CHOIR from the Deddington 
and Woodstock deaneries visited 
the Vaxjo Diocese in Sweden. 
This followed two visits to 
Deddington over the last couple 
of years by the combined choirs 
of Sofiakyrkan and Dalvik kyrka 
in Jonkoping. 

The choir (pictured above) was 
privileged to be invited to sing 
Book of Common Prayer 
Evensongs in Vaxjo Cathedral, 
where Bishop Jan-Olof took time 
to welcome us, and in 
Sofiakyrkan, Jonkoping. 

As a scratch choir we had not 



park, a toenail cutting service for 
old people, help for under-age 
drinkers and a babysitting 
training course. “Good 
neighbourliness is the absolute 
foundation of human 
existence,” said Dr Daily. 

Mike Clare, founder of 
Dreams and head of the Clare 
Foundation, talked about the 
work of his charity especially its 
scheme to support poor families 
locally. There was also a 
contribution by Richard 
Lambert who spoke about 
Careers Springboard, a service 
based in Gerrards Cross which 
helps older unemployed people 
get back to work. 

Diane Rutter from Community 
Impact Bucks, an independent 
body that provides support to 
other charities, community 
groups and social enterprises, 
spoke about the huge opportunities 
for fulfilling voluntary work 
locally and encouraged everyone 
to get involved. 

Jan Fishwick, Chief Executive 
of diocesan partner organisation 
PACT, also gave an illuminating 
talk about the wide range of local 
projects that her organisation was 
running. Numerous ideas for 
local services came from the 
floor during the evening 
including: litter picking groups; 
a local transport service specifically 
for vulnerable people, much better 
connection with younger people 
and youth groups in the town 
and an information and 
co-ordinating centre for 
community services. 

Anyone who has any ideas for 
community services or wants to 
become involved in the Big 
Society in Beaconsfield Project 
should email 

bigsocietvbeaconsfield@gmail.c 



been able to rehearse together 
much before we left for Sweden 
and, though serious musical 
embarrassment was avoided, it 
has to be acknowledged that 
Purcell in G Minor has been 
better rendered! We also sang 
an anthem by Deddington 
composer Donald Lane and a 
Lord’s Prayer by Andrew 
Campling whose father was a 
member of the choir. 

Perhaps the highlight of the 
trip was the Sunday Morning 
Hogmassa in Sofiakyrkan when 
we joined with the Sofia/Dalvik 
choir, singing Swedish and 
English music. 



Singing in Sweden 




News 



IN BRIEF 



Prayer network 

A NEW prayer network based in 
Milton Keynes has been 
attracting prayer requests from 
as far afield as Cambridge, 
Birmingham, Hull and New York, 
California and Washington. 

The network, set up by St 
Andrew’s Baptist Church, 
Bletchley, is building an army of 
prayer partners who will be able 
to pray for any of the anonymous 
requests. In the near future they 
are hoping to set up a mobile 
number so people can leave 
voice or text messages. Prayer 
requests will be sent out once a 
week unless something really 
urgent comes through. 

For more information see 
www.mkprayernetwork.co.uk. 



Jubilee appeal 

The Revd Eddie Marquez-Picon, 
vicar of St John the Evangelist, 
Woodley, is walking 80 miles 
from Lugo to Santiago de 
Compostela in Spain. 

Eddie, from Peru, is hoping to 
raise money for a Queen’s 
Diamond Julbilee memorial 
window in the church. To donate 
to the appeal, make cheques 
payable to St John the Evangelist 
PCC-Woodley and send them to 
Rita Gulliver, Apple Tree Corner, 

1 Warren Road, Woodley, RG5 
3AP. 



Church training 

DO you worry about maintaining 
your historic church building. 

If so, then a Faith in 
Maintenance Training Day could 
be for you. The day aims to help 
volunteers who look after historic 
places of worship. They include 
practial exercises looking at 
elements of a church building 
and learning to identify defects. 

The days are set for 
Wednesday 20 July at St John 
the Evangelist, Fernham, 
Berkshire and Thursday 20 
October at St Mary’s Church, 
Wendover, Buckinghamshire. For 
more information contact Kate 
Minnis on katm@spab.org.uk or 
020 7456 0913. 



Social media 

YOU can now follow up-to-the 
minute news from the Diocese of 
Oxford on Facebook and Twitter. 
Go to 

www.facebook.com/dioceseofoxf 
ord?ref=ts and look for the 
Oxford Diocese on Twitter to find 
us on the social networking sites. 

justice talk 

CHRISTIAN Aid partner 
Addameer provides legal aid and 
counselling to Palestinian 
political prisoners in Israeli and 
Palestinian prisons. 

They will be talking about their 
work, on Wednesday, July 6 at 
the Friends Meeting House, St 
Giles, Oxford, from 7.30pm. 
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Bucks County Show 

Weedon Park, Aylesbury 
Thursday 1st September 2011 
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FREE ADMISSION - JUST TURN UP AND ENJOY! 

SAT: 4- 10 PM SUN-FRI: 10AM-10PM * DAY VISITORS WELCOME * ONSITE CAMPING* 

www.creationfest.org.uk 

0844 879 4703 * I WFO@CRFflTIONFEST.ORG. UK 
FOLLOW US ON: gg ■ /CREATION FEST UK 
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MUSIC FESTIVAL & BIBLE WEEK 
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ROYAL CORNWALL SHOWGROUND - WADEBRIDGE 

MUSIC ■ WORSHIP ■ O-ELE 1EAGMI ■ SEMINARS ■ YOUTH ZONE ■ KIDS TENT ■ SKATE PARK ■ SPORTS * FILM 
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The family friendly railway ia the Chiltems 



The railway is a friendly country branch line providing heritage 
train rides for both families and enthusiasts alike The line rune 
along the foot of the Chiltern Hills, parallel to the loknield Way, 
passing through attractive Oxfordshire countryside. 

Open: Every Sunday and Bank Holiday from March to Halloween 
with many special events throughout the year. Tickets generally 
give unlimited travel on the day of purchase. All trains depart from 
Ch inner Station between 10.15am to 4.15pm. Evening events 
include Quiz evenings, and Murder Mystery Dining Trains. 

Santa and Mince Pie Specials run during weekends in December. 



SUNDAY CREAM TEAS 



The railway also offers superb Cream Teas on 
many of the Sunday afternoon steam hauled 
trains. For cream tea bookings, coach parlies, 
group bookings, film and television hire or general 
enquiries please phone 07979 055366. 

Taking Timatabla:- 01844 353535 

Si Alinn Knack Chin nor, Oioo. -IF.R 

www. ch Innorral Iway.co.u k 



Everyone likes a day out in 
the sunshine and our local 
region has plenty for all ages 
to see and do. 

The Cotswold Wildlife Park in 
Burford with its gardens has much 
for everyone to enjoy. Recently they 
singled out their Asiatic Lions. 
“Perhaps at first glance, one of our 
most recognisable species is our 
lions. Lions are familiar to all due to 
their unmistakable appearance and 
their use on everything from the 
royal seal to the badge on the 



England football kit. But 
appearances can be deceptive; our 
lions are actually Asiatic rather than 
African, the last remnants of their 
kind found in the Gir forests of India. 
Asiatics differ in a few subtle ways 
from their African relatives - the 
males have a shorter mane and 
they tend to live in much smaller 
prides. They are also highly 
endangered and extremely limited in 
their distribution. Our three lions are 
all now of advancing years and are 
happy enough lying out in the sun 
on warm days, don’t be deceived 



DISCOVER 



www.rochestercathedral.org 



however at their laid back 
appearance, despite the apparent 
lack of energy, I am sure they would 
still happily add zoo keeper to their 
varied meat diet!” 

There can be few people who are 
not excited at the thought of a 
railway journey on a real steam 
train. The Chinnor and Princes 
Risborough Railway offers everyone 
the chance to step back in time this 
summertime. Some of the special 
events planned, in addition to 
normal opening hours, include: 
Murder Mystery Dining Train on July 
9th, August 20th - This is an evening 
event, a Sherlock Holmes murder 
mystery, presented by professionals, 
with quiz, prizes and certificates for 
the winners. The evening includes a 
3-course meal served by stewards 
on board the steam train. 

Senior Citizens Day on July 17th 
where all senior citizens travel half- 
price. This is also a cream tea day 
for that special day out. July 23rd 
has a Fish and Chip Quiz Evening - 
a general knowledge quiz whilst 
travelling aboard the steam train. 

The evening includes a fish and chip 
supper. 

Annual Gala Day on August 7th 
when all available steam and diesel 
locomotives will be in operation, with 
a special timetable. Free bus service 
from Princes Risborough Station to 
Chinnor. From August 27th-29th are 
Teddy Bear Days. Each child 
carrying a Teddy Bear will travel free 
when accompanied by a fare-paying 
adult, with special entertainment for 



the children. The Murder Mystery, 
Fish and Chip Quiz, and Cream 
Teas must be pre-booked, on 07979 
055366. 

Starting on Thursday 1 st 
September is the Bucks County 
Show. With over 200 stands and a 
full line up of events the event lives 
up to its promise as ‘the best one- 
day agricultural show in the country’. 

There’s plenty of action with the 
Metropolitan Mounted Police Activity 
Team and the Band of the Royal 
Corps of Signals on this years bill. 
With vintage tractors, shopping, 
livestock and a garden marquee 
there’s something for all the family. 

For young people the annual 
Creation Fest at the Royal Cornwall 
Showground, Wadebridge, in early 
August, offers Music, worship, skate 
park, seminars and much more. 
Creation Fest is free to attend - 
visitors can simply turn up and 
enjoy. 

If you want to camp on the 
festival site there are discounts if 
you book early, and online booking 
via PayPal is now available. 

Creation Fest offers something for 
all the family with a full programme 
of music, Bible teaching, seminars, 
workshops, sport, film, ‘Creation 
Kids’ and family fun. There’s a 
massive skate park with pro demos 
throughout the festival. 

Cathedrals everywhere have 
entertained pilgrims and travellers 
for centuries, their history and 
beauty continue to attract thousands 
through their doors year after year. 



Admission ADULTS £12 

CHILDREN £6 • OAP £10 • GROUP £30 

www.buckscountyshow.co.uk 
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Consistently still the best one-day 
agricultural show in the country 



Lots of fun for all the family! 

Metropolitan Mounted Police Activity Ride 
Band of the Royal Corps of Signals 
The Sheep Show + Vintage Tractors + 
Food Hall + Livestock + 

Show Jumping + Shopping Marquee + 

Home & Garden Marquee + 

Countryside Area + 

Over 200 stands + 

FREE CAR PARKING 

TICKET HOTLINE 
01296 680445 
Tickets online 



The Festival celebrates its 
42nd year in 2011 

Music and events in Fishguard Goodwick, St. Davids 
Cathedral Rhos-y-Gilwen Mansion and Newport 



This prestigious West Wales International Music 
Festival provides Choral, Orchestral and Chamber 
Music in beautiful venues in and around Fishguard. 

Artists include: 

Orchestra of Welsh National Opera, conductor 
- Owain Arwel Hughes, Peter Donohoe, St. 
Petersburg String Quartet, Sir Richard Rodney 
Bennett and Claire Martin, Tuxedo Jazz Orchestra 
with Tony Jacobs and Catherine Sykes, 

John S. Davies Singers, 

Orchestra of the Swan with Julian Lloyd Webber 
and Jiaxin Cheng (‘cellos) and David Curtis, Frith 
Piano Quartet, Richard Jenkinson (CBSO), Richard 
Parry, National Youth Choir of Wales, Young 
Musicians’ Platforms, Rodolpho Bonucci and 
Dorothy Singh and more.... 



July 22nd - July 30th Brochure - May 2011 

Box Office 01348 875538 (mid June) 
Enquiries: 01348 891345 
( Alan Caunce Artistic Director ) 

01348 891226 ( Chairman ) 

www.fishguar dmusicfesti val .co .uk 
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A magnificent collection of 
animals, flowers and plants 
for all ages to discover! 



Open everyday from loam 



Burford Oxfordshire 0X18 4 JP 
www.cotswoldwildlifepark.co.uk 
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The bells, the bells... 

COME and have a go at bellringing. That is 
the message from Newport Pagnell Parish 
Church in Buckinghamshire where the 
centenary of the re-casting of its bells is 
being celebrated. 

Everyone from teenagers to pensioners is 
welcome to meet local ringers and try their 
hand on the bells, most of which originated 
from 1 749, on 26 June. The bells were re- 
cast in 1911 by Gillett and Johnston. 

The bell ringing takes place 10.30am to 
1 .30pn on 26 June and a special 
celebration service takes place at 6pm. 

iPray launch mixes ancient 
and modem 

AN up -to-the minute iphone application 
allowing users to access liturgy is being 
launched. 

iPray has been developed in Canada and 
uses texts of Morning and Evening Prayer 
from the Book of Common Prayer as well 
as explanations of liturgy and a host of other 
information. It is availalbe through the iTunes 
store and an extension to cover Andoid 
phone users is being considered. 

“It automatically displays the appropriate 
lessons, collects and Psalms for the day all 
in one go," says Prudence Daly, chairman of 
the Prayer Book Society. “It’s a modern way 
to enjoy church tradition with all the hassle 
removed. It can be enjoyed by countless 
Anglicans across the globe." 



FOOD, FUN ty FELLOWSHIP 

Host a church lunch or dinner party at home 
and raise funds for some of the world's 
poorest communities 



Get FREE resources now at 
www.uspg.org.uk/comedine 



Anglicans in 
World Mission 
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Riding for the Rainbow 



By Bridget Tracy 

THE vicar of White Waltham and his 
family are set to cycle 1,000 miles in three 
weeks on two tandems this summer. The 
Revd David Andrew, his wife Caroline and 
their two children, Naomi, 16, and 
Thomas, 14 will pedal across as many 
interesting bridges as possible along the 
way. 

Named the “Rainbow Bike Ride” their 
journey will raise funds for Project 
Rainbow - a scheme to build a centre for 
children’s work and other church 
activities. David said: “We chose bridges 
as the theme for our journey because 
Project Rainbow is all about building 
bridges within our community.” 

The Andrew family is used to travelling 
on two wheels rather than four. Caroline 
said, “As Christians we feel we have a 
responsibility to care for our planet, and 
one way we put this into practice is to use 
the car as little as possible. Bicycles have 
always been our main means of transport 
and our three-seater family bike was a 
familiar sight in the neighbourhood 
when our children were younger. 

“We have had family holidays on cycles 



before, but this is the first time we have 
undertaken such a challenging ride.” 
David added, “We are leaving White 
Waltham in mid August heading west to 
the first Severn Bridge which is at the 
south west corner of our journey. Our 
route then takes us to Ironbrige and 
across Wales to the Menai bridge, and 
from there we head east to the Humber 
bridge via Chester and York.” 

Naomi and Thomas, who are both 
pupils at Cox Green School, are used to 
their family’s cycling habits and are 
looking forward to exploring some more 
of England and Wales as well as sampling 
lots of Youth Hostel breakfasts. Bob 
Crittenden, Chairman of Project 
Rainbow, said, “We are enormously 
grateful to the Andrew family for using 
their summer holiday for the benefit of 
Project Rainbow, which will in turn help 
everyone in our local area.” 

To sponsor the family visit 

www.charitygiving.org.uk/ andrewfa 
mily or email 

info@projectrainbow.org.uk 



Chaplain earns police award 



The Revd Graham Choldcroft, who has 
been a volunteer chaplain in Oxfordshire 
for the past five years, has been chosen as 
Thames Valley Police’s Volunteer of the 
Year 2011. 

Graham, who is a member of the Door’s 
Editorial Support Group, supports 
officers, staff and their families in police 
stations on a day to day basis and in major 
incidents. Volunteers co-ordinator Clare 
Jordan said: “For the past three years, 
Graham has attended meetings of the 
Oxfordshire Diversity Group. He was 
instrumental in arranging and furnishing 
all the prayer rooms in the area for 
officers and staff to use. 

“This included liaising with the 
Facilities department to find suitable 
locations for prayer rooms in each major 
station and arranging items such as 
Bibles, Korans, prayer mats and anything 
someone would need to feel comfortable 
should they wish to use the room. 

“Another role that Graham undertakes 
is to attend the John Radcliffe Hospital in 
Oxford when the body of a member of 
the armed forces is repatriated and the 
cortege brings them to the hospital. 
Graham organises himself and other 



chaplains to be there to support the 
officers and members of the public who 
line the route.” 

Graham is available to assist not only 
during working hours but also in 
personal situations such as funerals. He 
has played a significant part in the Safe 
Drive Stay Alive project to educate young 
drivers and passengers about the 
circumstances that can lead to a crash 
and the consequences for those involved. 
The events are based around a filmed 
scenario of a collision and include hard- 
hitting talks by emergency workers as well 
as victims of road traffic collisions and 
their families. Young people are often 
deeply affected by the presentation and 
Graham is on hand to provide support. 



PBS 

Prayer Book 
Society r 



We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

www.pbs.org.uk 
Tel: 01 189 842582 

Rx ^sk-rt t] Charily No. I0992<M. 
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Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronald Emett 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 
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Award Winning Chant? Insurance 
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Counselling l Overseas I Care l Events 
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020 865 L 7420 
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CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS' 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0711 



Keys To 

Physical Healing 

Weekend Conference 
September 30th - 2nd October 

KeysToPhysicalHealing.com 

mfel Ministries +44 (0)1252 794 060 



J 

St Andrew's C hunch, Letcombe Regs 

ORGANIST REQUIRED 

We are looking for an organist to play for 
our Sunday Service ( 1 0.00am). The stipend 
and fees will be agreed with the applicant. 
For more details contact the Rector; 
the Revd Alan Wadge - 
tel. 01 235 763805 or 
alanwadge@hotmail.com 
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Independent family funeral directors and 

monununy rrtisons. 

24 

4 Offices wflh parking 
Competitively priced 
Flowers by and nn-line 

Stone memorials 

P re- paid funeral plans 




Reading head office 0110 957 3550 
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www.abwalker.co.uk 
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for all your business needs 

Cornerstone Vision publishes this Diocesan 
newspaper. We also serve the needs of 
businesses all over the UK with excellent 
design and print services 

• Business Stationery • Brochures 
• Leaflets • Websites 

Fora competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01752 225623 
service@cornerstonevision.com 
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Israel and Palestine 

FOR Palestinian families a 
knock on the door in the 
middle of the night could 
herald the arrival of bulldozers 
ready to demolish their home. 
Jo Duckies meets Tilly 
Forster to find out how 
people in this Diocese can 
help. 

T illy travelled to Palestine where 
she joined a team of 16 
volunteers rebuilding a family 
home that was bulldozed in 
2004. Now, as the family settle 
back into their home, they face a court 
battle to stop the new building being 
destroyed again. 

Tilly, 34, who worships at St 
Frideswide’s, Oxford, said“It costs £20,000 
to build a house so you don’t need to be 
poor not to be able to afford that. The 
house we built was for two brothers and 
their families and parents. The 
demolition order was issued on the new 
house on 11 May, just weeks after 
building work finished. The house was 
demolished originally because the Israelis 
deemed that all new buildings and houses 
have to have building permits even 
though this is land on the West Bank. 

“Palestinian families don’t apply 
because it costs money. They then build 
houses anyway and are issued with 
demolition orders, but the Israeli 
authorities don’t always follow up on 
them. They live with the fear that any 
night there could be a knock on the door 
and the bulldozers will be there.” 

The family were living in a refugee 
camp outside Bethlehem, less than 10 
miles from their home. The group’s 
abiding memory of that camp was an 
overwhelming smell of urine. Halima, the 
grandmother, had special permission to 
go to the A1 Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem 
and said specifically that she would pray 
for the group for the rest of her life, five 
times a day. “No Christian would pray five 
times a day,” says Tilly, clearly impressed 
by Halima’s commitment. 




Above are volunteers building. Inset, Tilly 



Tilly has supported the Amos Trust for 
10 years. She first visited Israel aged 18, 
when she followed St Paul’s last journey 
from Jerusalem to Rome. Having 
travelled around the Middle East she felt 
drawn back but wanted to go in a capacity 
that wasn’t voyeuristic and would help 
raise awareness of the situation. The 
Amos Trust is a Christian organisation 
which aims to give a voice to the voiceless, 
helping bring messages about Palestine to 
people in the UK. Tilly was the youngest 
member of the team she was working 
with, with the oldest being in their 70s. 
The work was carried out was in 
conjunction with the Holy Land Trust, a 
Bethlehem based organization that works 
training people in non-violent resistance 
and peace work, and the Israeli 
Committee Against House Demolitions, 
(ICAHD). ICAHD is based in Jerusalem 
and, among other activities organises 
rebuilds of Palestinian houses in Israel. 

“It was about showing that people from 
the outside world were standing with the 
Palestinian people. Even though they are 
not free, there are people who in the 
West who are willing to come into their 
situaion and stand with them. I learnt a 
lot about non-violent resistance and what 
that means about demanding people 
treat you with dignity. When I looked at 
the Gospels I reflected a bit on that in the 
sense of we see Jesus’ character and his 
actions towards people who wanted to 
stone him or arrest him. There’s 



something about the strength and the 
dignity we can have if we refuse to engage 
with violence. 

Tilly said one of the oldest people on 
her team was Anna, a 75-year-old German 
widow and a Quaker with a lot of 
experience of the Middle East. On one 
day the workers were paid a visit by the 
Governers of Jerusalem and Bethlehem. 
“They were politically big cheeses and 
turned up with a full entourage of big, 
shiny cars. They gave a speech, thanking 
us for witnessing the situation and while 
this was going on, we realised one of the 
guys had a pistol stuck in his belt. On the 
hillside was a guy with a very big gun. I 
just thought that was par for the course. 
Anna stepped forward and said Thanks 
for your words. We have come standing in 
solidarity as part of a non violent 
demonstration and non violence is why 
we are here and your guns offend us. 
Please don’t come here again with guns.’ 

“The Governor of Bethlehem said: 
Thank you very much, the next time we 
come we will bring you flowers.’ A few 
days later they came back and brought us 
little plaques to say thank you. There 
were no guns and a rose for each one of 
us in the group.” 




For more on how you can help 

www.amostrust.org and 
www.palestiniancampaign.org 

For Palestinian olive products from the 
West Bank see www.zaytoun.org 



Musalaha... and loving your neighbour 



PALESTINIAN Christian Tanas Alquassis 
works for the Oxford based Church Mission 
Society helping share God’s love and 
seeing Christians reconciled in Israel. 

“I’m responsible for work in Europe, the 
Middle East and North Africa,’’ says Tanas, 
whose work includes liaising with 
Bethlehem Bible College and the 
organization Musalaha, which means 
Reconciliation. Musalaha is a non-profit 
organisation that seeks to promote 
reconciliation between Israelis and 
Palestinians as demonstrated by the life and 
teaching of Jesus. It aims to reconcile all 
denominations of Christians as well as 
those of other faiths. 

“We started it with one faith, because if 
the Body of Christ cannot be reconciled we 
can’t expect others to be reconciled,” says 
Tanas. Musalaha recently spent a Friday and 
a Saturday in Coventry Cathedral telling 
churches about work in Israel and Palestine. 

“It’s a challenging subject, even for 
churches. I used to work for Musalaha in 
Jerusalem but because of restrictions I 
could no longer get a permit. My wife used 



to work for the EU but when her contract 
finished it was hard for us to stay and CMS 
needed someone who speaks Arabic," says 
Tanas, who also lectures on the history of 
conflict at Regent’s College. 

“We have some amazing mission partners 
working in the field who live a life that’s very 
tough. They support locals to become 
leaders in their own communities. We have 
a group that’s started where there are 
Palestinian churches started by Muslim- 
background believers and it’s fantastic to 
see God at work and hear the stories. 

“One man in north Afrcia was taken by 
the security services and beaten for three 
hours. He went back to his house group and 
told them what had happened but said he 
didn’t cry because he wanted to tell them 
his faith was strong and that Jesus loves 
him. Then he broke down in tears." 

Christians in the UK can support CMS’s 
work in the Middle East by receiving prayer 
emails and letters. 

“Our aim is to be a good neighbour. 
Christians are looked at as Crusaders, 
people think they want to fight but we don’t 




- Our message is about love. 

“The work of Musalaha is about love and 
I’m thinking about this even in England itself. 
Here there is the great example of Love 
Oxford, when churches get together, but we 
need to go further. We need to not label 
people, but to look at them as God’s 
creation and love them." For more see 
www.musalaha.org and www.cms-uk.org 
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Family 



‘I didn’t know you cared’ 



Joanna Collicutt on 

resources available for older 
people who themselves are 
responsible for the care of 
elderly or disabled relatives. 



A "^rhen many of us think 
^ about older people and 

the church, we tend to 
think of people who are 
T in need of care, people 
who are physically frail, prone to ill 
health, and perhaps forgetful. We may 
wonder how the church can best serve 
older people. But this is muddled 
thinking, for the church isn’t some sort 
of agency made up of adults of working 
age, whose aim is to do good to the 
vulnerable - children, disabled people, 
sick people, and older people. 

It is actually a family with members of 
all ages and kinds, and its call is not for 
the ‘strong’ to do good to the ‘weak’, 
but for all members to ‘bear one 
another’s burdens and so fulfil the law 
of Christ’ (Galatians 6:2). And the fact is 
that older people are as often care-givers 
as they are receivers of care. 



‘ What they don't 
understand is I want to be 
bothered. ’ 



This was the theme of a recent 
resource day organised by SCOP (the 
Diocesan project on the Spiritual Care 
for Older People), which aimed to 
celebrate and support the many older 
people who give care to spouses, or very 
old parents, or grown-up children with 
learning or physical disabilities or 
mental health problems, or who are the 
primary carers of grandchildren. Age- 
UK is running a wonderful national 
campaign on this very topic entitled 
‘Invisible but invaluable’. 

Their senior campaigns manager, 
Margaret Creear explained the aims of 










me 












the campaign: to safeguard and increase 
financial support for older carers (who 
often do not think of themselves as 
having any special entitlements because 
they are just doing what comes 
naturally) ; to increase awareness among 
health professionals of the health needs 
of older carers; to enable older carers to 
have a life of their own by offering 
respite care or mobilising friends and 
neighbours. 

This need for a normal life was 
emphasised by several older people who 
told us their stories of care-giving. They 
recounted the joys and difficulties of 
their situations, and reflected on the 
challenge of maintaining a connection 
with God in the midst of a routine of 
demanding physical care (parents of 
young children will sympathise with 
this!). They also spoke of their struggle 
with seeing God when times were tough, 
and in living out their relationship of 
love with people who could sometimes 
be hard to love. 

These stories were profoundly moving, 
and the delegates said that hearing the 
stories, and witnessing the courage and 
dignity of the story-tellers was one of the 
most valuable parts of the day. 

Two things from these stories stood 
out for me. The first was the carers’ 
descriptions of how they had to become 
‘fighters’ to get what their loved ones 



needed from a system that is so often 
bureaucratic, and seems intent on 
working against them. Agencies 
increasingly rely on the internet for 
communicating vital information, and 
this excludes many older carers, adding 
to their sense of isolation. 

The second was a phrase used by one 
of the story tellers. He described how, 
having been active in his church, he is 
now never asked to contribute anything 
to church life, because people assume 
that he is so busy with care-giving that 
they shouldn’t bother him: ‘What they 
don’t understand is that I WANT to be 
bothered!’ Bothering and belonging go 
together. 

Perhaps the high spot of the day was 
the address given by Alexine Crawford, 
who spoke of the spiritual challenge of 
caring, with great personal authenticity 
grounded in a deeply biblical theology. 
Alexine is the author of The challenge of 
caring , published by BRF, and based on 
her experience of caring for her mother 
in the final years of her life. 

The opportunity to exchange stories, 
to learn from each other, to find out 
about resources and, at the end of the 
day, to worship with each other, was 
hugely appreciated by delegates, young 
and old. The final worship included an 
act of anointing. This expressed and 
confirmed the truths that carers 



themselves need healing and care, and 
that their care-giving is their Christian 
vocation. 

If parishes want to raise awareness of 
the contribution made by older carers to 
the church family, an annual service that 
celebrates their ministry would be a 
good start. For further details of this, 
and other SCOP events, contact 
joanna.collicutt@oxford.anglican.org 
0797 0932 779 

The Revd Dr Joanna Collicutt is the 
Diocesan Advisor for the Spiritual Care of 

Older People. 

Where to go for help 

Guideposts 

Independent living resources for people with 
dementia, mental health problems or 
learning disabilities (based in Witney) 
www.guidepoststrust.org.uk01 993 899980 

AgeUK 

Has produced two really helpful booklets: 
‘From us to you: Top tips for older carers 
from older carers’ and ‘Advice for carers: A 
practical guide’. Available from 
www.ageuk.org.uk 0800 169 65 65 

Age UK Oxfordshire 

The local, and very active, branch of AgeUK 
www.ageconcernoxon.org.uk 01235 
849400 

Carers UK 

Information and advice for carers of all ages 
www.carersuk.org 020 7378 4999 

Princess Royal Trust for Carers 

Information and advice for carers of all ages 
www.carers.org 0844 800 4361 

Rethink 

A mental health charity that offers support to 
family and carers 
www.rethink.org 020 7840 3188 

Alzheimer’s Society 

www.alzheimers.org.uk Helpline 0945 300 
0336 

Oxfordshire family support network 

Has started a network for older carers of 
adults with learning disabilities 
www.oxfdn.co.uk 01865 369477 



School 

THE St Ebbe’s Church of England 
Primary School Choir (pictured right) 
were among the pupils from across 
Oxfordshire Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire who were part of the 
annual Diocesan Headteachers 
Conference at Blenheim Palace in June. 

The choir sang a selection of songs for 
the 90 head teachers who travelled to 
the conference. Children from the Blake 
School in Witney gave a presentation 
about the school’s Christian values, 
including talking about their own prayer 
and the annual baptisms that take place 
at the school each year. 

Bishop John opened the conference, 
talking about fairness, using a recent 
Times article, which misrepresented 
something he was trying to say, in 
relation to a piece by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury in the New Statesman in 
June. 




choir on song for Blenheim conference 



“I spent a lot of time supporting the 
Archbishop and what he said. The Times 
said something completely the opposite. 
It’s not fair when you are 
misrepresented,” said Bishop John. “So 
much in life isn’t fair. One billion people 
are living on less than a dollar a day. 
30,000 people will die today from 
hunger. It’s not fair. Five per cent of the 
world’s population own 70 per cent of its 
wealth. A chief executive’s average pay 
or remuneration is £3. 5m per year. 

He added: “The Christian religion is at 
the heart of a fair, democratic society 
and we know that in the West we are 
trying to forget about rootedness in the 
Christian faith. Actually the truth is that 
our attempts to be a fair society are 
constantly undermined by the difficulty 
of systems and let’s face it, old fashioned 
sin and selfishness.” 
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Holidays at Home 






Feature 



GATWICK 

3-4 mins 

GABLE END 

A warm Irish welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-suite rooms 
& full English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 



CORNWALL 



8 Berth 4 bedroom caravan with 
Stunning views over mid 
Cornwall with own Private 
grounds. Set on a small 
holding in rural area. 
From £250 per week . 
DOG welcome. 
www.solesupfront.com/hohday 



To Advertise 
In TheDoor Please Call 
01752 225623 



LYNTON DEVON 



A warm traditional welcome 
welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House 

ikikikik Silver Award 
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 
for brochure and tariff 
patriciakingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 



Crantock 

Anneth Lowen, a North Cornish Holiday 
Cottage. Sleeps 7 plus cot. 8 minutes 
walk from beach. Great for families, 
art groups, walkers. Available all year. 
Short breaks or holidays. 

See website for details 
www.crantockholidayhome.org.uk 
or call 01494 528305. 




JA comfortaBCe hoteC in the popuCar 
JACum Chine area of 'Bournemouth. 

Near to the seafront with excedent BCuefCag 
Beaches , Bus stop right outside, parking, rooms 
for 1,2, 3 or 4 peopke . JAd Tn- suite. dea/ coffee 
facidties and tv /radio in each room. 
Convenient for Bournemouth, TooCe and many 
other attractions. ReasonaBCe rates. 
deCephone 01202 761607 

www.thegCenBoume.co.uk • info@thegCenBourne.co.uk 




-LBS 



COTItS 



Ait elegant house on the becauijhi 
island of Guernsey., with stunning 
ivtars o fHerm, Jelhott and Surt 

For wf details visit ourwbsite 
wmi-.kscotfis.com, or 
telephone HIM) 727793 



The Highbury Centre, 
London. 

Christian Guest House on 
quiet private road. 

Free on street parking nearby. Reductions 
for full-time Christian workers. 

Tel: 0207 226 2663 

www.thehighburycentre.org 



r ^ ^ 

Holidays Abroad 


Vfflday 

Burgundy 

Self-catering in heart 
of medieval village 
Sleeps 2-12 
Tel: 01 865 557454 

www.gitevezel ay.co.uk 


Lanzarcte 

Pl^a Blanca 

Affordable 
family villa 
Budget Ryan Air 
flights now 
available 

Td 03454260619 

\AAAAAilarratbBuilladiatcDLk 


To Advertise 
In TheDoor PleaseCall 
01752 225623 






Insurance 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

SUPERB TOP QUALITY ANNUAL, SINGLE TRIP 
AND LONG STAY TRAVEL COVER 

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

WE ARE A SPECIALIST TRAVEL INSURANCE COMPANY, 
HELPING PEOPLE OF ALL AGES, ESPECIALLY THE 
RETIRED AGE GROUP SINCE 1996. 

We are based in the UK and your call will be answered 
by a real person. ..not a machine!!! 

Conditions apply 
Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.SA. 



Q TRAVEL 
INSURANCE 





The race before i 



As people across the UK find out whether they’ve got the tickets for their sport of choice, churches 
are being urged to engage with the Olympics. Here the Door explains how. 



he London 2012 Olympic and 
Paralympic Games offer 
outstanding opportunities for 
Christian mission, community 
engagement and pastoral care The 
Diocese of Oxford has established the 
The Race Before Us group to encourage 
churches to engage with community 
mission opportunities, in line with 
Bishop John’s Living Faith vision. It’s a 
once-in-a-lifetime challenge to work 
together and embrace the opportunity 
to engage with and serve local 
communities. It aims for a legacy of 
greater church unity, community 
engagement and making more disciples 
of Jesus Christ in every part of the 
Diocese. 

The project is inspired by Hebrews 



12v 1 which states: ‘ Let us run the race that 
is before us and never give up . ’ 

Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt Revd 
Alan Wilson, is also on the group. He 
said: “The Olympic Games are the 
greatest show on earth and offer 
churches all sorts of possibilities to raise 
our game as communities.” 

The Diocese is partnering with More 
Than Gold, which was formed in 1996 
for the Atlanta games. The Revd Janet 
Binns, our own Olympic Chaplain, is 
working with More than Gold and 
heading up The Race Before Us. Janet 
says: “I am a keen sportsperson and 
athlete, having competed in numerous 
races including the London Marathon 
over many years. My role as the 
Diocesan Olympic and Paralympic 







Tickets still available for 
the Paralympics 



on’t forget that 
even if you are 
basking in the 
disappointment 
of missing out on tickets for 
the Olympics, you could still 
be in with the chance of 
becoming a spectator at the 
Paralympics. 

The games originated at 
Stoke Mandeville Hospital, 

Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire 
in 1948 when Sir Ludwig 
Guttman organised a sports 
competition involving World 
War Two veterans with spinal 
cord injuries. They grew 
from there until the first 
official Paralympics took place in Rome 
in 1960. Today the games feature elite 
athletes with disabilities, but focus on 
their athletic abilities rather than 
disabilities. 



Applications for tickets can be 
made between 9 September and 
30 September. To apply go to 
www.tickets.london2012.com 




Games Coordinator is a wonderful 
challenge, and a great opportunity for 
me to combine my passion for sport with 
spreading and sharing the Christian 
message to as many people as possible.” 

Some of the group’s suggestions for 
church activities over the next 12 
months include: 

Holiday clubs, Sports clinics. 

Join with local community events, 
hold a More Than Gold Sunday, 
or a Sports Thanksgiving Service. 

Don’t forget the Torch relay taking 
place between May and July. It’ll be 
passing through Oxford on 9 July and 
Reading on 10 July. It’s a great 
opportunity to serve the crowds with 
hospitality and outreach and to focus on 
prayer for the games and everyone 
involved. 

And on 9 June to 1 July the European 
Football championships provide the 
opportunity to host big screen 
community festivals and sports quizzes in 
your churches. 



For more on the diocesan Olympic 
project see www.racebeforeus.org.uk or 
contact Janet on janet.binns@oxford. 
anglican.org or phone 01753 528672. 

For more on the Olympic Torch and 
the run up to the games see 
www.london2012.com. Also see 
www.morethangold.org.uk 

What’s your church planning? Send 
details of your Olympic events to 
doornews@google 
mail.com. 




CYCLISTS and rowers from the Thames 
region will be involved in the Tree of Light 
art events in Oxford, Reading, Henley, 
Windsor and Slough. 

They will produce sustainable energy for 
the giant tree’s low energy LED lights. For 
more informtion on how to get involved 
see http://thetreeoflight.org. 
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is: 2012 Olympics 




Rowers on The .River through Oxford. Photo: KT Bruce 



ith the Olympic rowing 
events taking place at 
Dorney Lake, local 
churches have already 
started gearing up to get involved. 

On Your Marks was a colourful launch 
that took place across Eton Wick and 
Dorney, with puppets and games for 
children. “That went down really well 



with the community, said the Revd Lucy 
Holt, the Vicar. The benefice is thinking 
through what it will do for the Olympics 
themselves, possibly joining forces with 
churches in the Windsor and Maiden- 
head Deanery for a celebration. 

“One idea was to do an event between 
the Olympics and Paralympics, or after 
the Paralympics, like a Songs of Praise at 



Dorney Lake. 

“A deanery celebration of mission is 
to be held on 10 July in the Eton 
College Chapel. 

“I feel we have got to have our eyes on 
our local community but also with 
people coming in as well, trying to put 
the two together.” 



Artistic celebration of the Games 



C [ hildren from Church of 

1 England schools produced 
, Olympic themed art work for 
\ the Windows Walls and 
Wishes Exhibition in Burnham, 
Berkshire. The work was inspired by the 
2012 Olympic rowing at Dorney and is 
part of an exhibition at the new home 
of Mona Lisa Arts and Media. Pupils 
from Dropmore Infants School, St 
Peter’s CE Combined School and Lent 
Rise Combined School worked with 
professional artists Rhonda Fenwick, 



Gina Martin and Dawn Carroll to 
produce sculptures and a short film. St 
Nicolas’ CE Combined School, Dorney 
Primary School, St Mary’s Farnham 
Royal CE Primary School, Burnham 
Upper School and Burnham Grammar 
School have also been involved with the 
group’s Olympic work. 

Artist and group director Rhonda 
Fenwick said: “It is a really good way of 
involving the children in an historical 
event, and great to see their ideas being 
put together by professional artists.” 



Mona Lisa Arts and Media has received 
a grant for its work from the Bucking- 
hamshire County Foundation. Rhonda 
added: “This is going to help towards 
the cost of making banners to decorate 
the villages of Burnham, Taplow and 
Dorney, up to and during the Olympic 
games. Our Transformers youth group 
will also be producing a Burnham 
Olympic flag to commemorate the 
games.” The Windows Walls and Wishes 
2012 Visual Arts Project started last year 
and will conclude after the 2012 games. 



Finding our own Olympic ‘Champions’ 



teve Ward is the regional co- 
ordinator for More Than Gold 
and is watching as plans for 
churches to engage with the 
Olympics are starting to take hold. 

Steve is a licensed lay minister in 
Chilton and Harwell, Oxfordshire. His 
work for More than Gold takes in the 
Oxford Diocese as well as Hampshire, 
the Isle of Wight, Dorset and Wiltshire. 
His work involves helping churches 
implement the festivals and events. He 
used to be the head of park sport and 
recreation at Reading Borough Council 
and he uses his local government 
knowledge to help churches apply for 
licences for events. 

“What I used to do at work I now do 
for God instead,” says Steve. “I speak at 
Churches Together meetings, deanery 



meetings and, occasionally, more 
regional meetings. They can be 
meetings of four or five people or more 
than 100 depending on what the 
interest is,” he says. “Then I support the 
Olympic Champions in each church. If 
there is something a lot of people are 
asking for then I take that back to More 
Than Gold and see if we need to find a 
partner that can deliver that. 

“It’s about taking the church out of its 
walls. I see that as one of the big nice 
things that churches can do. We are 
trying to equip churches along the torch 
relay route to come out of its walls, 
maybe by having a cream tea party in 
their area. It’s about the church going 
outside and meeting people.” 

Closer to home, Steve, who used to 
play volleyball, water polo and still swims 



three times a week, has enlisted an 
Olympic champion for Chilon and 
Harwell and spoken to Churches 
Together in Didcot about the games. 
He added: “From May next year the 
Olympics will be on the television 
morning, noon and night. Churches 
need to be able to say come to this 
festival or opening ceremony party. We 
are not always confident about doing 
evangelism but this is more about the 
church serving, being hospitable and 
demonstrating the light of Christ in the 
community.” 
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THE RACE I r BEFORE US 

COMMUNITY - HOSPITALITY - SERVICE 



Writing Your Life Story? 

Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing quality 
illustrated copies for 
family and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 
Contact Sally Gray at 

67 Conway Close, Houghton Regis, Beds 
LU5 5SB 

Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 

E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 




Stained Glass 

01494 * 773712 
David VVasley MA * FMGP 
wwwJrdmi Hennium&rtists.co + uk 



C )aks 



TT 
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J EWELL li R Y 




Christian Jewellery 
& Gifts 
Tel:01373 462069 



Visit our website today! 

www.oa ksclirisLianjewel lery.cn. u k 



MELROSE BOOKS 




Established 1969 

H tj , SEEKSNEW 

j\\ MANUSCRIPTS IN 


StT 


AH SUBJECTS 

For an appraisal contact 
Melrose Books (Ref:TD ) 
homas 1 Place, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4GG 

Telephone: 

01353 646608 

Email: info(a)melrosebooks.co.uk 




uest 

2011 



the tarn* hymn sheet" 



25,000 hymns and songs 



For Worship Lenders 
426 Hymn and spng 
25 r OOQ Full texts 

8 r 5f>0 AulhafFr & Cnmpnf^re 
Z.4U0 r homes 
! 1 3,000 Biblical references 

For Church Musicians 
23.500 Tone names 

523 Full music (FDf A SfQ. fila 
20,000 Opening melodies 
4,700 Metres 
Search by opening’ iplervste 






| searcN 






her you want to urgatfen your chunch 

repertoire, or jutt lave Trme rypiryg out 
HyrnnQuest 2011 sure \o provu invaluable. 

For your FRFF 30-day download or demo ditc 
i'j to wvfW-hymnquestctHn. ur contact 
iij ner& Bull. ISGiuneisen Rok. London N3 IDZ 
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II LE CHURCHES 
CONSERVATION TRUST 



5 Days 4 Nights Tromso — Kirkenes -Tromso 

ARCTIC 

HIGHLIGHTS 



Come to a 2 day 
Skills Training Course at 
St. Margaret’s Catmore, Berkshire 

20th & 21st of July 2011 



Cost - £40 for 2 days 
or £25 per day 



* Day 1 - Learn about Lime, 
Mortars, Masonry & More 

* Day 2 - A series of lectures 
by Sara Crofts from SPAB 
and other specialists in: 

- Conservation Philosophy, 
Housekeeping of Churches 
and their contents, working with professional advisers 

- CCTV drains surveying 

- Bats, ecology and their impact on historical buildings 



To book and for more information, contact 
Alison Letts on: 01189 696949 or 
alison.letts@ijp.co.uk 



The Arctic Highlights voyage spends its entirety within the Arctic 
Circle giving you not only the best opportunity to see the Northern 
Lights but also the chance to take part in some fantastic winter 
excursions to areas of frozen land that are seldom seen by tourists. 



From £895pp*i 



including flights & fuel supplement 
PLUS £50 ON BOARD CREDIT PER CABIN 

Based on an unspecified twin cabin, on half board basis and one or two nights at a centrally 
located hotel in Tromso. 

Arctic Highlights Itinerary 

DAY 1 - 

Fly direct to Tromso from Gatwick or Manchester where you will be transferred to the ship. 

DAY 2 - 

Enjoy a voyage stopping off briefly at Hammerfest and on to Honningsvag, a small port that is the gateway to the wonders of 
the spectacular North Cape. This evening, as you approach Kjollefjord you will pass a rock formation considered sacred by 
the indigenous Sami people which is now the site of an impressive light show, Finnkjerka. 

DAY 3 - 

A voyage, passing North Cape and on to Kirkenes. A range of optional excusions are available before sailing south again. 

DAY 4 - 

Hammerfest and Tromso. First stop is seen as Norway's Polar capital. The Meridian Column commemorates the first precise 
measurement of the globe. Then its back to Tromso in the evening and the end of the voyage. 

DAY 5 - 

After breakfast in your hotel there's time to spend the morning in Tromso where a choice of winter excursions are available 
before you are transferred to the airport for your return flight. 

Both 5 and 6 day itinerary are available. For full details or brochure telephone. 

Prices are based on two people travelling together sharing a twin cabin/room. Your holiday price includes: return economy 
flights from London Gatwick including current taxes and charges, voyage in a twin cabin including half board. I night at a 
cen trally located hotel in Tromso including breakfast, transfers a 



5 Day itinerary 2012 

Prices based on inside cabin 

30th January 
£895 

6th February 
£915 

1 3th February 
£915 

23rd February 
£915 
I st March 
£895 

Single supplement 
£125 

6 Day intinerary 

prices based on inside cabin 



25th January 
£995 

I st February 
3rd February 



£995 



For more information and for bookingsjoleas^rontec^ 

FREEPHONE 

00000481055 
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Great news 



The DOOR has a 
new neighbour 

Cornerstone Vision, the publishers of THE DOOR, are 
pleased to announce that from September they will be 
adding another title to their portfolio of tabloid 
newspapers serving Anglican Dioceses. 

SEE ROUND will appear 10 times a year and serves the Diocese of St 
Albans. 17,500 copies cover the counties of Bedfordshire and Herfordshire 
as well as Luton and North Barnet. The new paper will form a bridge, 
geographically, between The Door, covering the Diocese of Oxford and 
The Month serving the Diocese of Chelmsford. The three papers will offer 
a combined circulation of 77,500 circling the north of London. 

Singly, See Round offers a great opportunity to reach the St Alban’s 
Diocese with localised advertising, whilst together the three papers offer a 
very focussed opportunity to reach Christians in a specific geographic 
locale. 

In turn these three papers form a part of Cornerstone’s Anglican 
newspapers across the south and east of England. 

In all, seven papers offer a total circulation of 159,000 copies. 
There are great discounts for both series advertising and group 
bookings. To make sure that your message is in the September 
edition of The Door and See Round, call the Sales team at 
Cornerstone on 01752 225623. 




OUT NOW! 

Spring issue 
oi The Son 



THE SON is a bright, newsy 
and uncompromising tabloid 
newspaper which aims to 
put Jesus back at the 
centre of society. 

Written and presented in 
an easy to read style, 
based on the UK's 
biggest circulation 
newspapers, THE SON 



is an ideal tool to reach believers and unbelievers as well. 



The current edition of THE SON includes stories on J ustin 
Bieber, Katie Piper, Martin Sheen, Sir Anthony Hopkins and 
many more. It's an ideal tool for outreach. 

Why not use THE SON to reach your community? 



The Son 
01752 225623 
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The Door^os^ 



Courses, training, conferences 8c workshops in July and August 2011. 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the next issue is 5 August 2011. 

2.30pm. Details 01 908 6651 1 3. 



FRIDAY 1 JULY 



READING: St Agnes Church Hall at 
7.30pm. ‘Pirates of Penzance’ by the 
Reading Concert Singers. Details 
0118 9425290. 

SATURDAY 2 JULY 



HAWKRIDGE: St Mary’s Church 
Patronal festival from 2pm - 5pm and 
tomorrow from 1 0.1 5am - 4.30pm. 
Details 01494 758332. 

KIDLINGTON: Parish fete from 2pm - 
5pm at The Rectory Garden, 1 9 Mill 
Street, Kidlington. 

SUNDAY 3 JULY 



LECKHAMPSTE AD: Annual 
Downland barn service at Chapel 
Farm, Hill Green at 6pm. Details 
01635 248351. 

GREAT MISSENDEN: St Peter and 
St Paul Church are serving cream 
teas every Sunday until 2 October 
from 3pm - 5pm. 
www.missendenchurch.org.uk 

DROPMORE: St Anne’s Church are 
holding weekly cream teas every 
Sunday from 3pm - 5pm throughout 
the Summer. 

FLAUNDEN: Enjoy walking in the 
countryside near Chesham and stop 
for a cream tea at St Mary Magdalene 
Church, Flaunden Hill from 3pm - 
5pm on Sundays and Bank Holidays. 
£2 incl free tea refill. 

WEDNESDAY 6 JULY 



ALDWORTH: St Mary’s Church will be 
serving afternoon teas from 2.30pm - 
4.30pm every Wednesday throughout 
the Summer. Details 01 635 5781 77. 

THURSDAY 7 JULY 



OXFORD: Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust have organised an 
Oxford Church Walk in east Oxford. 
Details 01 865 400402. 

SATURDAY 9 JULY 



WOUGHTON ON THE GREEN: St 

Mary’s Church Strawberry Fay re at 



STOKE POGES: St Giles’ open day 
‘Poetry, Faith and Flowers’ 
celebrating the King James Bible and 
the 260th anniversary of Gray’s Elegy. 
Organ recital at 1 .1 5pm and choral 
evensong at 5pm. Details 
merlin.hj@clara.co.uk 

MURSLEY: St Mary the Virgin’s flower 
festival today and tomorrow from 
11am- 5pm. Songs of Praise service 
at 6pm on Sunday 1 0 July. 

FINC HAMPSTEAD: St James’ 

Church Summer fete at 2pm at the 
Memorial Park. Details 01 1 8 973 
0133. 

SANDFORD ON THAMES: Flower 
festival at St Andrew’s today and 
tomorrow from 1 0am - 6pm. 

WEDNESDAY 13 JULY 



BANBURY: ‘Voices from the Dark’ - A 
poignant selection of stories told by 
21st Century women of overcoming 
mental, physical and emotional 
illness. The Mill Theatre at 8pm. 
Tickets: £9 (£6 cone). All tickets 
sales go to The Eve Womens 
Wellbeing Project. 

OXFORD: ‘The Power of the Word: 
celebrating 400 years of the King 
James Bible!’ at St Aldate’s Church 
from 9.30am to 4pm. Details 01865 
284876. 

THURSDAY 14 JULY 



OXFORD: The Council for Christians 
and Jews are holding a Summer 
Soiree including supper, with music 
by Christopher Dixon, bass baritone. 
Details 0207 01 5 51 60 - need to 
book. 

SATURDAY 16 JULY 



HAMBLEDEN: Hampden string 
quartet and friends concert at 
7.30pm at St Mary’s Church. Tickets 
01491 574652. 

CU DDES DON: Festival of Prayer day 
at Ripon College from 1 0am - 
4.30pm. Details from www.oxford. 
anglican.org/festivalofprayer. Booking 



enquiries 01865 319700. 

TUESDAY 19 JULY 



RETIRED CLERGY ASSOCIATION: 

Annual outing to Broughton Castle, nr 
Banbury. Need to book beforehand - 
01235 529084. 

WEDNESDAY 20 JULY 



SLOUGH: St Peter’s, Chalvey at 
7.30pm. ‘A man that looks on glass: 
Charles Earner Kempe and the art of 
stained glass’ - talk by Adrian 
Barlow.Tickets £5 at the door. 

FRIDAY 22 JULY 



FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, nr 
Henley. Healing service with laying on 
of hands and anointing, with Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 

WEDNESDAY 27 JULY 



LOWER BASILDON: St 

Bartholomew’s Church Open Day 
from 1 1am - 3pm and on 31 July from 
2pm - 4pm. 

SATURDAY 30 JULY 



OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral 
Summer concert by the Cathedral 
singers at 8pm. Tickets £1 2 (£1 0 
cone) from 01 865 305305 or 
www.ticketsoxford.com 

MILTON KEYNES: Celebrating 
Spirituality’ - a time for spiritual 
refreshment at Christ the 
Cornerstone from 9am - 4pm. Details 
www.cornerstonemk.org.uk 

SATURDAY 13 AUGUST 



FREELAND: Drop-in quiet day at the 
Old Parsonage from 1 0am - 4pm. 

WEDNESDAY 24 AUGUST 



OXFORD: A singing course for 
children (key stage 2) at Christ 
Church Cathedral today from 9.45am 
- 3.1 5pm and tomorrow from 
9.45am - 6.45pm. Details 01869 
324645. 



Courses & special events 



6 JULY: ‘See it, Say it, Sort it’ - Part 
of the Continuing Ministerial 
training course which aims to start 
you on a journey to deal withh 
difficulties early and effectively. 
From 1 0am - 4pm at Diocesan 
Church House, Oxford. Details and 
booking form from jeni.hobbs@ 
oxford.anglican.org 

12- 15 JULY: ‘Can these bones 
live? Reading the Bible today’. The 
201 1 Modern Church Conference 
at High Leigh Conference Centre. 
Details 01 61 633 31 32 or www. 
modernchurch.org.uk 

20 JULY: Faith in maintenance 
training day from 1 0am - 4pm at St 



John the Evangelist, Fernham, near 
Faringdon. Free one day course to 
help volunteers who look after 
historic places of worship. Phone 
020 7456 091 3 for more 
information and booking details. 

'PLANNING AND LEADING 
WORSHIP'and 'PREACHING': 

These two courses are part of a 
Rolling Programme of courses that 
are open to all learners of any 
denomination. 7.15pm to 9.30pm 
(5 sessions to take place at 
different venues and different dates 
starting in September). Further 
details on both courses available 
from sheila.townsend@oxford. 
anglican.org 



Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 

1 0am Matins (coffee in Priory 
Room); 1 1 .1 5am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm 
(Wednesday only) Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight: Time to reflect, time to 
pray. Contemporary liturgies for mind 
and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



RE Matters— 7 July & 1 5 Sept 

How big is your vision for reaching children? 

At REinspired we aim to 
engage with every child, in 
every local school, every 
year so they can find out 
from ordinary Christians 
what Christians believe. 

Join us for a day equipping 
you and your church with 
practical skills and with our 
proven approach to 
supporting local schools 
through RE St assemblies. 

Thursday 7th July 

St Nicolas Church, Sutcliffe Avenue, Earley, Reading 
£30 per person including lunch, refreshments, a 
copy of the hook and sample resources. 

Also available on 15 Sept and 17 Nov 

To book your place call us on U11H 9663929 or 
email trainl ng@reinspired.org.uk or visit 
www, reinspined.org.uk 

“Schools want the sort of partnership & 
involvement that REin spired has offered 
so brilliantly in Reading” 

The Right Revd Stephen Cottrell 

Bishop of Chelmsford 



ChurehL^Tti^tlhcr in Earley and EabL Heading Schools Project 

Registered Charity No 1109291 




Published by BRF dt Lti.yy 



10am-4pm 




Hi Autosave, 

how can I help you?” 

For helpful, friendly, impartial advice, call Autosave, 
your trusted team with over 25 years experience 
selling cars to the Christian community. 



Hassle free car 
buying from 
Autosave 

Prices start from £3,999. 
New, nearly new and used 
Any make, any model 
Great prices, great savings 
Part exchange welcome 
Finance available 



i yutfAtfpyy 51 fPT 



CALL: 0845 122 6902 ailtOSaVe # 

OR VISIT: WWW.AUTOSAVE.CQ.UK 



To Advertise 
In 

The Door 
PleaseCall 

01752 225623 



Customer friendly 

design & print 

For nit pour businFs.s needs 

• Business Stationery • Brochures 

• Leaflets • Websites 
Fora competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01752 225623 

service(gc ornerstonevision.com 
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Once in a while God opens up amazing new doors for a minisLry to pioneer, and now is one of those times... 

An Open Letter To UK Christians 

From Cross Rhythms CEO Jonathan Bellamy 



THRILLING 
SUCCESS 
FOR CROSS 
RHYTHMS IN 
BETHLEHEM! 





I have incredible news to share with you! For 
more than two years Cross Rhythms has been 
running a one hour radio show on an FM radio 
station in Bethlehem, and through this our 
contact has built with many leaders in the city. 
Then, 3 months ago a possibility arose to go to 
Bethlehem and meet with Arab Christian leaders 
to explore serving the people of Bethlehem with 
a radio station. 



Well, in May we made that trip, and I am thrilled to report 
that every single one of the 11 leaders we met were fully 
supportive of the vision: they endorsed it, they want to be 
actively involved, and they want to see it happen! I am 
thrilled at the sense of the favour of the Lord over this 
venture, and the doors he has flung wide. Let me share 
with you some examples: 

WHO DID WE MEET? 

• Four key city church leaders would all be willing to offer 
advice and consultation to help position the station in the 
incredibly complicated cultural, political and spiritual mix 



How you can help... 



Yes, I stand with Cross Rhythms at this pivotal time 
of opportunity and challenge! 

□ I would like to give a one off gift of £ 

□ I enclose a cheque/postal order (made payable to ‘Cross 
Rhythms ) 

□ Please debit this sum from my VISA/MASTERCARD/MAESTRO as a 
one off gift 

Card number □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ □□□□ 

Issue number Expiry date □ □ □ □ 

□ Please send me information on becoming a regular 
supporter of Cross Rhythms 

□ Please add me to the Cross Rhythms mailing list 

Name: 

Address: 



; Postcode: Tel: 

! E-mail: 

; Please cut out this form and post it to: L 

! Cross Rhythms, P0 Box 1110, Stoke-on-Trent, ST1 1XR. 

| Alternatively you can call 01782 
j 251000 to make a donation or go to 

! www.crossrhythms.co.uk/donations wwtvFf ““SSSmi 

i www.crossrhythms.co.uk 




that is the Bethlehem Palestinian Authority. 

•Another brave Arab Christian leader runs a Palestinian 
news service and he wants to work with us, supplying 
hourly news, news features and other programmes. 

• The leaders of a significant Palestinian ministry were so 
supportive, and they want to supply programmes aimed at 
young people. Plus they may have a location for the 
station near Manger Square at the heart of Bethlehem! 
What better place to 'birth' such a vision!! 

•The leaders at a Christian training college in Bethlehem 
want to partner with us, building their students into working 
as presenters, interviewers and producers! 

• The Manager of two of the main local commercial 
stations wants to run some of our shows on his stations 
and said these could point people to our own station! 

What an amazing marketing opportunity! 

• One young Christian man who works as a media 
technician shared how the Lord has been directing his life 
in training in these areas. He believes the Lord showed 
him there would one day be a Christian station in the city 
and he has a real heart to see this come to pass. 

Phew! So we went out to meet some leaders, check the lie 
of the land, get their thoughts; and we've come back with 
a possible location, technician, presenters, producers, 
local news, strategic programmes, high profile marketing, 
local church endorsement and a board of reference! 



into a new season of effectiveness, yet paradoxically at 
the same time as this opportunity is being offered we face 
the giant of one of our greatest challenges to sustaining 
this ministry, and with it the unique 'wineskin' of our model 
of community radio. This year alone we need to find up to 
£100,000 extra to our normal projected income. 
Specifically now, Cross Rhythms needs to find an 
additional £24,690 to meet our requirements. 

WE'RE UP FOR IT! ARE YOU? 

Cross Rhythms stands at a crossroads of opportunity. We 
have the faith, courage and desire to go forward Into the 
opportunities the Lord is leading us towards, but we are 
clearly seeing that we cannot do so without more partners 
sharing the vision with us. We are caught up in a great 
adventure and we need to run it with you. We nqed many 
faithful Friends and donors to go with us. At the original 
'birth' in Bethlehem, both shepherds with little and kings 
with much shared what they had. Whether you have little 
to give or much to invest, please would you help us to 
bring this incredible God-given opportunity to birth? 

HOW DO YOU SUPPORT? 

If you are inspired by what God is setting befor@eus, 
please do not ignore that stirring. 

Specifically, will you give today towards our immediate 
need of £24,690? 




WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 

Cross Rhythms will need to grow in size to manage and 
deliver this responsibility. We need to develop a whole 
new station, in a foreign country, with new production, new 
playlists, new programmes, new internet links, a new 
dedicated website, a fundraising dept, training of young 
Arab Christians in media, travel costs when required, and 
the administration and management of all the above. We 
will also need to rent a property, purchase equipment, 
up a studio and then employ a local station manager. 

A GIANT STANDS IN OUR WAY 

This is truly a time for Cross Rhythms to 'crossover' 



Jonathan Bellamy 
Cross Rhythms CEO 
Charity Reg No 1069357 



WHY CROSS RHYTHMS? 



Cross Rhythms has been prepared for this day. Our 
unique model of community radio undergirded by Christian 
values is the perfect vehicle to serve people across a 
diverse community. We are not 'church on air' for 
Christians; like being 'salt & light' we contribute to 
Kingdom transformation within communities. Also, our 
contemporary Christian music format is perfect. From 
Boston to Bristol, Bombay to Bethlehem, young people 
across the world relate to the Christian rock, rap, r&b and 
pop that we play. In Bethlehem a staggering 48% of the 
population is under 18 years old! What an incredible 
opportunity to contribute to the values and mindset of the 
emerging generation in that region! 



Whether you are a shepherd or a king simply offer what 
you feel stirred to give. Every gift given is an answer 
to our prayers, and another step towards delivering 
a unique gift for the people of Bethlehem. 



Thank you for your prayerful 
consideration. 
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Nurturing discipleship LIVING 



We are now more than half way through our year of Making 
Disciples. The Door gives a round-up of how churches are 
providing courses and events to help people in their 
discipleship journeys. 



M ums and toddlers meet 
at the home of the Revd 
Sally Welch in North 
Oxford where they take 
part in a Start course, 
interspersed with blasts of CBeebies. 

The course grew out of a mother and 
toddler group held on Friday mornings. 
It’s designed to be an ‘antidote to 
Alpha’ but Sally says it does tend to 
simplify matters and remove some of the 
mystery from Christianity 

“Part of the point of Christianity is 
that there is some mystery within the 
faith and I think that’s one of the things 
the people felt slightly uneasy with. 
However, it’s light hearted and one of 
the enjoyable bits was the vox pops, 
which give permission for a discussion to 
be held, which is a good thing. I think 
the course itself requires a lot more 
input from the leader. It’s not just a 
ready-to-go plan. One activity was 
finding different pictures of Jesus. I went 
on the internet to do that and it was 
quite a lot of work. If I wasn’t a paid 
member of clergy I’d think this was 
asking a lot of me. It is something I 
would probably run again as it’s light 
hearted and fun.” 

Start, which is sometimes used as a 
pre-Alpha course is available from CPAS 
- Athena drive, Tatchbrook Park, 

Warwick CV34 6NG Telephone 01926 
458458 (£39.95). 

The Revd Gill Lovell, Rector of St 
Mary’s Church, Burghfield, said: “We are 
going to be doing an Alpha course 
starting in September, probably with 
other local churches. It is at the early 
planning stages at the moment. We have 
done a lot of Emmaus in the Church 
and have done Alpha before. We are 
choosing to use Alpha because of the 
branding. It’s well known and that’s 
helpful when we are trying to reach 
people on the fringes of the church and 
outside the church because they might 
have heard of Alpha. 

“I quite like the Emmaus course. It’s 
very broad and open, but I also like the 
hospitality of Alpha. We do hospitality 
quite well in our church and I wanted to 
pick up on that and using our good 
team of lay volunteers to lead it. 

“We try and do as much as we can 
ecumenically. It’s not always easy but we 
do work quite closely with other 
churches in the area and we are all 
doing the same thing, trying to reach 
out to people on the fringes of the 
church.” 

Gill said that St Mary’s has always done 
Back to Church Sunday, usually linking 
it with Harvest. She is not sure yet 
whether this year they will use the usual 
Back to Church Sunday resources or the 
Harvest Welcome resources, produced 



by the Oxford Diocese last year as an 
alternative. It’s been done here for a 
number of years with mixed success. We 
are working on it and we always get 
some people who aren’t regulars. We 
invite all our baptism and wedding 
families to come along for it.” 

The Revd Richard Zair, a community 
missioner and Priest in Charge at All 
Saints, Marcham has run a Lost for 
Words course. He says: “It’s designed to 
help members of congregations who feel 
awkward about putting their faith into 
conversational form. It teaches them to 
understand how they can begin to put 
their faith into words in a way that won’t 
offend people.” 

St Lawrence Church, Appleton and 
Kingston Bagpuize all got together to 
take part in Lost for Words. The Revd 
Lynn Sapwell, Priest in Charge at 
Appleton said: “I think most of the 
people who took part were surprised by 
how practical it was. There were lots of 
discussions and questions to think 
about. We were working out just how 
many people we have contact with and 
thinking about how God might be 
working. 

“It uses scripture and unpacks a little 
bit more each week. At the end it gives 
five different strategies and ways of 
remembering them. It made people 
think and gave them a bit more 
confidence. There was something each 
week to think about how people were 
going to follow this up, or whether it was 
just another course and prayer aspect 
was vital all the way through. It was the 
first time several of the people from my 
church had done anything like this, so it 
was a good opportunity for them. I first 
came across it many years ago. There 
were a couple of funny scenarios, like 
people using the language of Zion and 
why it could be off putting to people.” 

The Revd James Tomkins of the 
Risborough Team Ministry also has a 
Harvest Festival Service which acts as a 
Back to Church Sunday style event. He 
says: “There is a really strong out-reach 
element to it. It’s not specifically 
labelled as anything but is something we 
have got into the habit of doing. 

“We invite the school in every three or 
four months for a service. It gives the 
church a high profile within the 
community and therefore gives us good 
links with the school. St Dunstan’s is 
welcoming, it’s a church that’s open 
during the day time. Everyone is 
welcome, whether they have been to a 
church service before or not.” 

For more see 

www.oxford.anglican.org/mission- 

and-evangelism/nurture- 

courses/nurture-course 




Join Bishop John for Making a 'Difference in the World' 

Each year, our emphasis on a different aspect of “Living Faith” seeks to build on and 
celebrate what has gone before. In 2010 we marked the year of Sustaining the Sacred 
Centre, in 201 1 we have been thinking about “Making Disciples” and in 201 2 we shall be 
celebrating ‘Making a Difference in the World’. 

This November, everyone in the Diocese is invited to an event with Bishop John to mark 
the turning of the Christian year - the day before Advent Sunday. We will give thanks for all 
that has occurred to Make Disciples in 201 1 and commit ourselves to Make a Difference in 
the World in 201 2. The shape of the day will be as follows: 

1 0.00am Welcome and keynote address from Bishop John 
1 1 .00am A range of workshops that enable sharing of ideas on Making Disciples 
and Making a Difference in the World 

1 2.00pm - Diocesan Eucharist to mark the turning of the year 
1 .00pm - Finish and depart (enabling us all to get back for school Christmas fetes/ 
other events taking place on this Saturday!) 

More details of speakers at the day will be made available in due course. In the meantime, 
everyone is invited to mark the date in their diaries and to join us for the changing of the 
Living Faith year. The event takes place on 26 November 201 1 at St Andrew’s Church, 
Hatter’s Lane, High Wycombe. 




Get ready for Back to Church Sunday 2011 

Back to Church Sunday (Sunday 25 
September 2011) has been described as 
“the largest single local-church 
invitational initiative in the world”. It is 
based on the simplest and shortest step 
in evangelism - that we should invite 
someone we already know to something 
we love, or in other words, invite our 
friend to our church. 

More than 1 50,000 people have come 
back to church since the first Back to 
Church Sunday in 2004 - enough to fill 
Wembley Stadium and the Emirates 
Stadium put together. 

In order to take part in the initiative, 
churches are invited to register at 
www.backtochurch.co.uk. enabling them to 
access its materials, resources and national 
media campaign. Speaking about the 
campaign, Diocesan Director of Mission, 

Michael Beasley said, “Research shows that 
a remarkable proportion of our population 
would like to go to church - if only someone 
would invite them. Back to Church Sunday 
provides an excellent opportunity for this to 
occur.” 

There are still some ‘Harvest Welcome’ 
resources left over from last year if you 
would prefer to use these. Please email 
debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org for 
more information. 
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Church: A balancing act 



By Chris Boyce 

T his book strikes chords with me. I 
was nurtured at the feet of John 
Stott in his prime, massively 
influenced by David Watson and I’m an 
Alpha course enthusiast. Word and Spirit 
is where I like to be. 

Emmanuel Church in Bicester, 
Oxfordshire, was started in December 
2002 by two Bible study groups meeting 
in Bicester. God was prompting them to 
plant a new church. They were from two 
well known Oxford churches - one 
known for its emphasis on the Word and 
the other known for its emphasis on the 
Spirit. I was appointed to be their 
minister and I wish I’d had this book in 
of me nine years ago. Donaldson’s 
chapters challenged me and got under 
my skin to make sure the balance of 
Word and Spirit was being implemented 
at Emmanuel. 

Using John Stott’s vision, where he 
quotes Martin Luther King’s speech in 
1963 ‘I have a dream....’ Donaldson 
continued to challenge me, focusing on 
how to get a whole church behind the 
vision. There is excellent material here 
to help do just that. 

There are valuable insights into 
embracing a vision statement easily. 
Donaldson outlines the stages of 
listening to God, studying the Bible with 
leaders, days away with staff and the 
church council, listening to what the 
Spirit is saying in our unique location 
and then finally drafting a statement that 



Word And Spirit 

Will Donaldson 
BRF: £8.99 




articulates what the Lord has been 
saying. There is so much about 
mentoring leaders and leaving a church 
well equipped to run without depending 
on the minister all the time. There is 
also much about nurture, going beyond 
just caring and listening to feeding with 
the Word and training in discipleship so 
that God’s people grow to become 
mature in Christ and effective servants of 
the Gospel. 

The last chapter, called ‘Motivating 
evangelism and mission’, should quicken 
every evangelical heart. Donaldson 
obviously enjoyed his week at the 
Church Mission Society HQ browsing 
through their 31,000 volumes! The 
Bible’s imperative is not hard to find. It 
is preaching and teaching to unlock the 
Bible’s grand narrative which is ‘The 
Mission of God.’ John 20:31 says “ But 
these are written that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
by believing you may have life in his name ” . 

I recommend you buy a copy of this 
book and start soaking in all the rich 
material. 

The Revd Chris Boyce is Team Vicar at 
Emmanuel Bicester. 



Art for rehabilitation’s sake 



A CHAPLAIN at Aylesbury’s Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital, the Revd David 
Elliott, is holding an art exhibition in 
Oxford this month. 

David, an artist, has set up a series of 
workshops that are a form of 
psychotherapy using music, listening, 
painting and crafts as part of the physical 
rehabilitation of patients at the hospital. 
The activities are supported by 
volunteers and funded by charitable 
donations. He says: “Creative activity 
provides a welcome distraction from the 
clinical environment. Significantly it 
engages patients in creative activity at 
various levels and provides an 
opportunity to engage socially and learn 
new skills.” 



St Ives by David Elliott 

The groups also allow staff, such as 
occupational therapists, to engage with 
patients in a different context. The 
wards where the groups are held often 
seem to be encouraged and positive 
about both the effects on patients and 
the artwork or music patients have 
engaged with. 

David added “We don’t have the 
resources to hold groups on every ward 
but we are working in areas such as the 
National Spinal Injuries Centre, Stroke 
Unit and Cancer Care and Haematology 
Unit where we hope to make the biggest 
impact.” 

David’s exhibition can be seen at the 
Kieran Stiles Art Studios, 1 Folly Bridge, 
Oxford on Saturday 2 July, 1 - 4pm and 
Sunday 3 July, 11am - 2pm. 






St. Francis’ 

CHILDREN’S 

SOCIETY 

www.sfcs.org.uk 

Kjcp.itrrrd Chanty Nurrtv?- 21 16/0 



Contact 



01908 572700 
enqulries@sfcs.org.uk 

Venue 

Si Francis 1 Children'* Society 
Coll is House 
'IS Newport. Road 
WoaJstons 
Milton Keynes. MK 15 0AA 



Children 
need families 

Can wc help you build your 
family through adoption? 



Thinking about adoption? 

Information Event 

Wednesday 6 th July 201 I! 

6.30pm to 8:00pm 




The Tablet is the weekly publication 
where faith and modem culture meet. 
Why not try it for yourself 
for only £43.50(25 issues)? 



Subscribe for £1.70 per issue. Call now on 01795 414855 
(quoting "ref 3773"). Or visit: 
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Letters comment 
Comment 

by Rosie Harper 

Hlive and challenged 

I ’m not an easy blub. This year so far I 
have wept once and that was at an 
utterly sublime Mahler 3 by the Berlin 
Philharmonic. So why did Margot 
KaBmann’s bible study at the Kirchentag 
this year leave me damp in the eye 
region? Part of the emotion no doubt has 
to do with my personal story. 

I grew up in a church community 
which said it valued women but acted as 
if it despised them. Even in this last 
heave towards women bishops, women 
are spoken about as the problem and 
not really valued for what they 
contribute. In front of my very eyes here 
was a woman getting a standing ovation 
for gloriously clear and challenging 
teaching. She spoke for an hour on the 
Beatitudes. The theology was sparkling 
and the application sharp. 

With the German Federal President 
Christian Wulff sitting on the front row 
as a regular punter, she deconstructed 
large sections of government policy. She 
noted, for example, that the text does 
not say ‘blessed (happy) are the poor’ - 
the 2.2 million children that die each 
year from starvation are not happy. How 
different would it be if 6,027 children 
died of hunger every day in West 
Europe? She challenged an immigration 
policy which fragments families, and she 
questioned the school system which 
failed to nourish the souls of the 
children. 

Most tellingly she questioned how 
sending German Troops as part of the 
EU force over Libya had gospel values. 

The Federal President took it on the 
chin. Margot KaBmann is no paper 
saint. She has four children, is divorced, 
resigned as bishop after failing a breath 
test, and has done battle with breast 
cancer. She has wisdom and grace and 
with it comes a clearly God-given 
authority. 

I have never seen a woman flourishing 
for the Gospel like that in this country. 

No wonder I filled up. That alone 
would have been worth the trip, but 
there was so much more. For example, 
fascinating conversations with my host 
family about the complicated transition 
to unification. They didn’t want the 
iconic Frauenkirche rebuilt, it ought to 
remain ruined as a ‘warning’ they said. 

The conversations and lectures were 
high octane, wide ranging and open. 

Church and State in dialogue in a way 
that I envy. Add music and art to the 
mix and stir with a glass or two of local 
Saxon wine and the returning Rosie 
feels alive and challenged. 

The Revd Canon Rosie Harper is Vicar of 
Great Missenden and Chaplain to the 
Bishop of Buckingham. 




Crowds at the annual Kirchentag Festival. Inset Margot 
KaBmann. Photos: Deutscher Evangelischer Kirchentag . 



Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 



“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall 
see God ” Matthew 5 vs 3 

O n 14 July we celebrate one of 
Oxford’s own ‘saints 4 , John 
Keble. That rather strange- 
looking red brick college opposite the 
Pitt-Rivers Museum is named after him. 
He was one of the leaders of the Oxford 
Movement in the nineteenth century, a 
group whose concern was to re-establish 
the catholic credentials of the Church of 
England in a period when, they felt, the 
faith was under threat from rationalism, 
liberalism and ‘national apostasy’. The 
last-named was the subject of Keble ’s 
famous ‘Assize Sermon’, which is widely 
regarded as the starting point of the 
Movement. 

In a way, that is now all history, and 
for most church people today Keble is 
best remembered for his hymns. He was 
Professor of Poetry at Oxford University, 
and perhaps not surprisingly had a gift 
for the memorable poetic phrase: ‘O 
may no earth-born cloud arise/ to hide thee 
from thy servant’s eyes’. I love ‘ earth-born 
cloud’- the barriers are ours, not God’s. 
Again, in the same hymn we can find an 
example of his typical turn of phrase, at 
the same time simple and memorable: 

‘ Watch by the sick; enrich the poor/ with 
blessings from thy boundless store’. 

Other hymns written by him include 
‘Blest are the pure in heart’, ‘ Hail 
gladdening light’ and ‘New every morning is 
the love’. He valued enormously the 
concept of the Christian year and wrote 
a collection of poems with that title. 

But day and night, dawn and evening, 
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also seem to have sparked his poetic 
imagination. 

The members of the Oxford 
Movement were keen to emphasise the 
continuity of spirituality between the 
Church of the post-apostolic era and 
the contemporary Church, so several of 
them set out to translate Greek and 
Latin hymns from those early days. ‘Hail 
gladdening light’ is one such - a beautiful 
evening hymn from the third century or 
even earlier - one of the oldest hymns 
we have in our hymn books. 

It evokes images of darkness falling 
on a Greek village long ago and the 
lamps being lit in the home - ‘ the lights of 
evening round us shine’. But those lights 
evoke for the poet the image of the 
Light of the World, the ‘gladdening 
light’ poured from the presence of God 
himself. ‘I am the light of the world,’ 
said Jesus. 

Unlike some of the other leaders of 
the Oxford Movement, including John 
Henry Newman, Keble remained a 
priest in the Church of England to his 
death in 1866. I wonder if, when he was 
writing his poems about the Christian 
year, he ever imagined that his name 
would one day become part of it! 

The Revd Canon David Winter is a former 
diocesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC 
head of religious affairs and the author of 
Seasons of the Son (SCM- Canterbury Press) - ‘a 
journey through the Christian year’ and many 
other books. 



LETTERS 



Are you perplexed? 

The Church - a guide for the perplexed. I 
didn’t think I fitted this description when I 
saw the title of a book reviewed by Dr. 
Andrew Davison in the Church Times. 

After all, I had spent 50 years in 
membership and worshipping in a variety 
of non-conformist denominations, 
experiencing a range of churchmanship 
from conservative to charismatic, and 
subsequently 25 years in the Church of 
England during which I completed 
successfully a Ministerial Training Scheme 
on retirement from secular employment 
and then served as an Industrial Chaplain 
for six years. 

But I did start to read the review which 
suggested it was ‘an important book’ and 
was ‘a thorough survey with such 
creativity and depth of analysis...’ It was 
‘densely packed but written with pace and 
a winning informality’. I continued to read 
on and decided to ask my local library (still 
under threat of closure!) if the book was 
available from their stock. It wasn’t, but 
they offered to purchase it in paper back. I 
have found it an intriguing and 
enlightening read. My purpose in writing 
this letter is to say that it can now be 
borrowed from the Oxfordshire County 
Council Library Service. Written by Matt 
Jenson and David E Wilhite and published 
by T and T Clark. 

Dennis Piper, Bampton 



Win a book 

The Door has three copies 
of Time For Reflection by 
Ann Persson to give away. 

The book, which contains 
reflections to use 
throughout the year, could 
be a perfect way of 
switching from activity to stillness in the 
presence of God during your summer 
break. For the chance to win a copy, send 
your name and address to Time for 
Reflection competition, The Door, 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford, OX2 ONB, by Friday 5 August. 

Competition winners 

Brian Foster from Shrivenham, Mrs Ibell 
from Princes Risborough and Mrs Riley 
from Milton Keynes have all won copies of 
God Lost and Found by the Bishop of 
Oxford the Rt Revd John Pritchard. 




Comings and Goings - 

The Revd Kate Stacey will take up post 
as Vicar of Shipton under Wychwood 
with Milton under Wychwood, Fifield and 
Idbury; The Revd Philip Derbyshire will 
take up post as Priest in Charge at 
Stewkley and Soulbury; The Revd 
Darren McFarland will take up post as 
Vicar of St Andrew’s, Headington; The 
Revd Peter Silva will take up post as 
House for Duty Priest in Charge at 
Great Tew with Little Tew and Over with 
Nether Worton; The Revd Kay Peck will 
take up post as Assistant Curate at 
Lenborough; The Revd Becky Mathew 
will take up post as Team Vicar at 
Bicester with Bucknell, Caversfield and 
Launton; The Revd Jon Williams will 
take up post as Priest in Charge at 
Wootton, Abingdon; The Revd Jenni 
Williams will take up post as Associate 



Priest at Wootton, Abingdon; The Revd 
Dr Jonathan Mobey will take up post as 
Rector at Harwell with Chilton; The 
Revd Mark Bennet will take up post as 
Team Rector at Thatcham Team Ministry; 
The Revd Bill Meyer will be retiring from 
his post as Rector of Binfield; The Revd 
Canon Dr Marilyn Parry will be retiring 
as Diocesan IME Officer and Residential 
Canon of Christ Church Cathedral; The 
Revd Chris Boyce will be retiring from 
his post Team Vicar at Bicester with 
Bucknell, Caversfield and Launton; The 
Revd Dr Bill Beaver has been given 
permission to officiate at the University 
Church of St Mary the Virgin. We recaii 
with sadness the deaths of: The 
Revd Alan Paice and The Revd Duncan 
Sladden. 
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God in the life of... 



Retiring Education Director 
Leslie Stephen spoke to Jo 
Duckies about combining his 
faith with his professional life 
and running a children’s 
home for some of India’s 
poorest youngsters. 



B orn in Tamil Nadu in India, as 
the son of a minister, Leslie 
Stephen has been exposed to 
Christianity all his life. “I remember 
going with my father to preach from a 
jeep in the villages,” he says. Leslie is 
married to Janet and has two grown- 
up married children. 

He studied economics before 
coming to the UK where he gained a 
theology degree at Aberystwyth and 
later completed a post graduate 
teaching course. Before coming to the 
Diocese he was a teacher, then moved 
to Berkshire County Council first as 
an adviser/inspector and subsequently 
as a senior education officer and a 
college principal. 

Leslie says that he decided to come 
to the Diocese because he wanted his 
faith and his work to be tied together 
closely. “That’s been the great joy of 
working here,” he says. “Two things 
that have been my driving forces are 
that church schools are part of the 
mission of the diocese and social 
justice - making sure everyone gets 
the best from education. What has 
been tremendous has been the 
support from headteachers, 
governors, bishops, archdeacons and 
clergy to develop those things and 
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now we need to look at how we 
develop them even further.” 

A project close to his heart has been 
setting up the Oxford Diocese’s link 
with the Diocese of Nandyal in 
Andhra Pradesh, India. It is a project 
that sees children and teachers from 
church schools in our diocese visiting 
and working with children from Dalit 
backgrounds. The government of 
India is breaking down the barriers of 
the caste system, but Dalit people still 
encounter discrimination. 

“I went there on sabbatical and met 
the moderator of the Church of South 
India who suggested visiting Nandyal. 
It is one of the poorest dioceses in 
India where the majority of people are 
Dalits and where the church through 
education is trying to break the cycle 
of poverty. One of the things the 
church is very much engaged with is the 
rebuilding of the infrastructure of 



schools that are in a very poor condition. 

“I was very touched by what I saw 
and I set up the link and invited the 
Bishop of Nandyal to come to the 
Headteachers Conference at Blenheim. 

Since then the link, Project India, 
has gone from strength to strength, 
with schools raising more than 
£29,000 over the last three years. 
Teachers from Chalfont St Peters, 
Waddesdon and Aston Rowant 
Schools have visited Nandyal to assess 
the need and develop the work. 

The funds have been used to build 
and equip a new IT centre, to help 
build new schools and also to 
refurbish classrooms and provide 
teaching resources. Since its initial 
visit to Nandyal, Waddesdon School 
has now established a global leadership 
programme for sixth formers at Bishop 
Heber College, Trichy. 

As he retires Leslie wants to spend 



more time looking after a children’s 
home set up by his father in Tamilnadu 
State where he was born. The home 
looks after 120 youngsters and has a 
small primary school. He has set up a 
UK Charitable Trust to raise funds for 
the home. “They are very poor 
children and we are trying to help 
them to come out of poverty and get 
employment. Teaching them IT skills 
and spoken English is key for their 
success and many visitors from the UK 
have been helping them,” he says. 

Leslie is a member of St Andrew’s, 
Sonning and St Patrick’s, Charvil in 
Berkshire who support the home. The 
Rotary Clubs and Inner Wheel of 
Reading Maiden Erlegh and Loddon 
Vale have funded large projects and 
individuals also give monthly 
donations. Leslie has been overjoyed by 
everyone’s generosity. “In addition we 
are funding two girls from the home 
through higher education so that one 
can become a teacher and another a 
nurse. It means they will be able to 
support their own families,” says Leslie. 

“It has been a real privilege to be 
Education Director for such a large 
Diocese and I am really proud of our 
schools, headteachers, staff and 
children. I take great pride that our 
schools are such an important part of 
the mission of the Diocese. They are 
not just outstanding in terms of 
educational standards but they live 
out our Christian ethos and values.” 
he says. “It has also been a real 
pleasure to set up new academies to 
improve the life chances of young 
people in disadvantaged areas.” 

The Oxford Academy opened its 
doors to pupils in September 2008, on 
the site of the former Peers School. It 
was closely followed by the Aylesbury 
Vale Academy and a third one is 
proposed at Chesham. 

“I believe we are all engaged in the 
ministry of God in the work we do in 
our schools. It is important to 
remember that schools are part of the 
family of local churches and 
communities and also the wider family 
of the Diocese. We are all bonded 
together by our faith.” 



No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution. 

FhCHrapnds of hymns and worship songs, calf in 
one box. ready fe ptay. Wo mujfcar cr tecfmfcaf 
knowledge required. 



StinigliH nut of the bn>r the 

Hymnal Plus ploys over 
7750 tradllkmol hymns and 
modern worship songs, 
covering over 6000 hymn 
book enhrres. 



Upgrade or ony lime r choosing From an e*w 
growing list of repor loirs addilions. 

Want suPNcrhiny olse? The Hymnal Plus also plays 
you r own mp3 and midi files. 

Order you r FREE information pock today* 
Tree Phone- 0900 043 0.503 
Web: www.hymntechinology.com 
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To Advertise i n T he Door 
Please Call 

01752 225623 




Makers of the revolutionary 
Canterbury and York Lecterns 

Telephone & Fax: 01934 618111 
Email: info@fullersfinerfumiture.co.uk 



| www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk | 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1 HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www. tay I o rsof oxf o rd.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 

• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 

• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 



SMC Ltd 

Ecclesiastical & Domestic Solar Panels 

Free Electricity 

use what you make and save on bills 

25 years guaranteed income 

Feed-in-tariffs on top of bill savings 

Sell back what you don't use 

generate even more income 

01367 710152 

pv@smconsult.co.uk www.smconsult.co.uk 



APPROVED INSTALLER 
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Leadcraft 

Sained Glass Studio 




SIMMED GLASS ARnSIS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 
www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 

By appointment only Ml 





